
	  

Highlights at 
this year’s 

outstanding 
Commodore’s 
Banquet were 

gourmet dining, 
a crowded dance 

floor and Club 
camaraderie. 

More photos start 
on page 8. 
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by Patrick Beattie 
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Well, I cannot believe a year has gone by. I 
would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to 
everyone on the 2014 Board. They have been so 
great to work with this year. They all go above 
the call of duty when it comes to seeing to 
everything that makes our great Club run so well.  
 
I am always so amazed how much work gets 

done at our Work Party. The club looks great since our Fall Work 
Party on October 25th. For those who have not been downstairs in 
the clubhouse recently, it has been all refurbished thanks to the 
hard work of the House and Grounds team. I would like to thank 
everyone who attended the Work Party – at least the rain held off.  
 
The 2014 Board had its last meeting of the year at the beginning of 
November. I would like to commend the 2014 Board members for 
showing great skill in staying on budget this year. 
      continued on page 2 
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December	  2014	  
S	   M	   T	   W	  	   T	   F	   S	  
	   1	   2	   3	   4	   5	   6	  
7	   8	   9	   10	   11	   12	   13	  
14	   15	   16	   17	   18	   19	   20	  
21	   22	   23	   24	   25	   26	   27	  
28	   29	   30	   31	   	   	   	  

2nd	   1900	  	   Board	  Meeting	  
7th	   1030	  	   Snowflake	  Race	  #1	  
15th	  1700	   Christmas	  Party	  &	  	  
	   	   Boat	  Light-‐up	  
21st	  	  1030	   Snowflake	  Race	  #2	  
31st	  	  	   New	  Year’s	  Eve	  Cruise	  

November	  2014	  
S	   M	   T	   W	  	   T	   F	   S	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   1	  
2	   3	   4	   5	   6	   7	   8	  
9	   19	   11	   12	   13	   14	   15	  
16	   17	   18	   19	   20	   21	   22	  
23	   24	   25	   26	   27	   28	   29	  
30	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

2nd	   1030	  	   Long	  Harbour	  Race	  
4th	   1900	  	   Board	  Meeting	  
7th-‐10th	  	   Boyz	  Cruz	  
15th	  1800	   Commodore’s	  Banquet	  
16th	  1030	   Season’s	  End	  Race	  
25th	  1900	   Annual	  General	  Meeting	  
29th	  1700	   Racing	  Group	  Awards	  

Hot	  Rum	  Race	  &	  Club	  Social	  
January	  1,	  2015	  •	  1030	  
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Commodore’s	  Report	  
continued from page 1 
 
As you heard at the Annual General Meeting on 
November 25th, the Board has accomplished some 
great things this year, and we are still on track on 
paying down the debt. On the following pages, 
you’ll read about our fantastic Commodore’s 
Banquet that took place at the Harbour House on 
November 15th, thanks to the hard work of Staff 
Captain Lynn Clark and her team.  
 
Our annual Club awards were announced at the 
banquet and will be featured in the December 
TellTales. I would like to congratulate the recipients 
Hugh and Karen Preddy (Past Commodores’ 
Award), Silk Questo (Commodore’s Award), and 
Bruce Stenstrom (New Member’s Award). I would 
also like to thank three people whose hard work 
behind the scenes members seldom hear about. 

3

Candace Brochmann looks after the clubhouse 
bookings, which is no easy job. Candace puts in 
many hours doing this job and for that I thank her 
very much. 
 
Susan Castle looks after new memberships. This 
task is endless, and involves a great deal of 
paperwork and, most of all, patience. 
 
Wendy Vine has brought the organization of our 
volunteering database to a whole new level. This 
has been a concern and a project that has been on 
the Board’s agenda for many years. Now with one 
email to Wendy, any Board or committee member 
can have a list of members that have agreed to 
work on his or her committee. Wendy thank you 
for a great job. The next TellTales will have more 
about our Club awards for 2014. I thank all mem-
bers who attended the AGM. This is a great way to 
keep up to date on the running of the Club.   ■ 
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Vice	  Commodore’s	  Report	  
by Wayne Tepper, Outgoing Vice Commodore 

1

October and November were 
busy for our House and Grounds 
team. We had a very successful 
Work Party morning where 
many projects, already in the 
works, were completed either at 
the Work Party or directly after. 
Our House and Grounds team 

has been better than excellent, taking on many 
projects simultaneously.  
 
The Upper Shed Project was spearheaded by 
Michael Clark. He and Phillipe Erdmer headed 
up the stripping and clean-up of the shed during 
the Work Party with many hands contributing to 
the effort. After the Work Party, Michael and 
Peter Brouwer painted the interior of the shed, 
and Zsolt Sarkany wired and hung five flourescent 
light fixtures (see Michael’s article about this new 
workspace on page 5).  
 
The posts for the guard rail located in front of the 
clubhouse were installed by Peter Brouwer and 
Roy Marlatt. The manila line was strung and 
marlinspiked by Dave Howell. A walking bridge 
was created over the drainage ditch by Mike 
Dawson. Mike installed a culvert and finished the 
project with a few hands during the Work Party. 
Mike Dawson also created and installed the 
orange safety rods around the parking areas. These 
rods are spring loaded and were totally made by 
Mike. Michael Clark worked on the creation of a 
hand rail for the A-frame steps. 
 
Casey De Jong and a crew of many worked to 
clear the weeds from the side of the A-frame, 
carted away the material and laid a blanket of 
straw over the top for the winter. He and Roy 
Marlatt will comprise a landscaping team for 
future landscaping projects around the grounds. 
 
Patricia Marlatt and GG Gardiner spearheaded 
the clean-up of the clubhouse basement and office. 

2

Many workers helped with this project during the 
Work Party. The office is now well organized and 
GG and Patricia worked hard prepping and 
painting the basement area. 
 
All of the members of the House and Grounds 
team need to be commended. Paul McManus and 
Peter McAllister were not mentioned above but 
also contributed to the success of the House and 
Grounds team effort.   ■ 

Introducing	  Three	  New	  
Board	  Members	  for	  2015	  	  

 
Members attending the 
AGM on November 25th 
acclaimed a slate of Board 
Members for 2015 that 
included three new faces. 
 
Paul McManus will replace 
retiring Vice Commodore 
Wayne Tepper. Our new 
Staff Captain will be Betsy 
Johnston, who takes the 
reins from Lynn Clark. Bob 
Jones’ successor as Rear 
Commodore will be Derek 
Emmerson.  
 
The 2015 Board had its first 
meeting on December 2nd. 
Look for more information 
on your new Board in the 
next edition of TellTales. 
Note that the contact links 
on the website are now 
being forwarded to our new 
Directors. A warm welcome 
to our new and returning 
Board Members.	  	  	  ■ 

Paul McManus 

Derek Emmerson

Betsy Johnston 
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2014	  Fall	  Work	  Party	  	  

❶	   ❷	  
❸	  

WET GEAR WAS IN FASHION … 
❶ Peter Grove, Michael Clark and 
Wayne Tepper plan the shed clean-up   
❷ Gardeners of all ages   ❸ Rob 
Denny in the workshop   ❹	  Nelly 

Tom-Kee prunes   ❺ Boys in the boat   ❻ Ron 
Sturm checks out the electrical work   ❼ Nancy Bortz and Louise Devlin 
looking rakish   ❽ Cut-ups Gary Morrison and Russell Logan   ❾ A well 
deserved coffee break   ❿ Power washing in the rain   ⓫	  Lorne Shantz wields a 
rake   ⓬	  Heinz Vitovec repairs rescue ladders.  

❹	  

❺	  ⓫	  

⓬	  

❾	  

❽	  

❻	  

❿	  
❼	  
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Transformation:	  From	  Shed	  to	  Workshop	  	  
by Michael Clark 

1

Some members may have never 
entered the “shed” at the top of 
the property – it was pretty 
messy and had become a 
convenient place to pile the 
club’s excess “stuff”. 
 
On Work Party day, a ready 
team stripped down the ratty insulation, sorted the 
good from the bad and made a brave start to haul 
away years of excess trash including 48 used paint 
cans, broken bits of wood and quantities of rusted 
steel. Following this the interior walls were spray 
painted in a white latex to brighten the interior, the 
concrete floor was painted and the walls were 
covered in pegboard which can be used to better 
store and display tools. The old bench has been 
covered with a new wood surface and the bench in 
the centre with thin sheet steel to have a place for 
working metal.  

2

The interior lighting has also 
been renewed and we now have 
a bright, clean and dry place 
where members can make 
repairs to boat parts and 
undertake minor projects. Our 
dock and property teams can 
also better store and access the 
gear they need for ongoing 

maintenance. There is a potential to increase the 
limited range of tools that we have on hand if 
members show an interest in using the shop. 
 
Many hands worked on this project but in 
particular credit is due to volunteers Derek Barrio, 
Peter Brouwer, Michael Clark, Rob Denny, 
Derek Emmerson, Bob Jones, Peter McAllister, 
Zsolt Sarkany and Wayne Tepper for the many 
hours that they have spent converting our poor 
shed in to a useful workshop.	  ■ 
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capable of. I have every confidence that this 
knowledge, which we will all learn from, will stand 
us in good stead in the future. 
 
During my time in this position I have tried to 
renovate the marina so that it will require only a 
modest amount of regular maintenance to keep it in 
good stead, with the aim to reduce the marina’s 
annual budget. It was then quite a shock to add up 
the projects for next year and arrive at a figure that 
was higher than expected, in part due to replace-
ment of one expensive piece of equipment.  
 
We have been rescued from this predicament by 
Ron Sturm, who believes that we do not need to 
buy a new electrical transformer for F Dock at this 
time. That replaced a large cost with the smaller 
budget needed to refurbish the old one in the 
electrical shed to keep as a spare. (If a transformer 
blows in a mid-winter cold snap we do not have the 
luxury of popping down to our local transformer 
store and putting in a new one the same afternoon). 
 
Also to the rescue was Bob Shaak, who showed up 
one morning with temporary replacement sections 
for the broken bridge on F Dock. While all the 
metal bridges will, in time, need to be replaced with 
aluminum, Bob’s efforts may buy us a little time, 
and we need only to attend to the difficult 
transition from the higher C Dock to the lower F 
Dock. This helped bring the 2015 budget in line 
with more typical annual costs, while allowing 
some room for needed marina improvements that I 
am sure your new and worthy Rear Commodore 
will undertake next year. 
 
It has been a good three years, I have served under 
three very supportive Commodores and two 
Treasurers, who have been surprisingly gentle with 
me. I feel sure that my very able replacement will 
enjoy the same level of support from Officers and 
members alike, and I ask most sincerely that every-
one makes this happen. My thanks to you all.   ■ 

1

This will be my last report for 
TellTales after three years in this 
position. There is not much new 
that I can write about, as I 
would like to think that I have 
kept the membership appraised 
of events as they happen. 
 

It is a redundancy to say that the work that has 
been achieved could not have been done without a 
great deal of help. The core members of our team, 
Heinz Vitovec, Don Rose, David Questo, lain 
Leckie, Don Baxter, Ben Greenhough, Peter 
Toby and Taylor Devlin have stepped forward on 
countless occasions to tackle tasks around the 
Marina. They all know the Marina and some of its 
quirks very well.  
 
This is invaluable knowledge and I am pleased to 
say that they have agreed to support our new Rear 
Commodore, Derek Emmerson, in the coming 
year. This continuity – together with a full 
handover of records from myself – will go a long 
way to preserve the “institutional memory” that is 
so important in a volunteer club where the Board 
Members change on an annual basis. I owe a great 

deal to this team of, 
dare I say it, Happy 
Warriors. The skills 
contained and the 
good advice given 
not only gave me 
direction, but in 
doing so managed 
to save the Club a 
great deal of money. 
 

I will not dwell on the finger building project even 
though it is our team’s signature. The 
augmentation to our core team was beyond all 
expectations. The knowledge and work standards 
that a wide range of Club members brought to the 
project are reflected in the end result. It was a 
collegial team who now know what they are 

Rear	  Commodore’s	  Report	  
by Bob Jones, Outgoing Rear Commodore 
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While many fun photos from October’s “Let’s Go 
To the Hop!” Pub Night were shared in the last 
TellTales, thanks are still due to the big, creative 
crew who made it such a success. Attendance was 
approximately 55, with the majority suitably 
attired to have a rockin’ good time. Contributors to 
the spirit and theme of the evening were: lighting 
and decoration – Liz Anderson, Tony McEwan, 

Chris Gadsby, RB and Nancy Bortz; posters – Silk Questo; music – 
Louise Devlin; shopping and food preparation – Karen Laidlaw 
and Laura Dafoe; BBQ chefs – Taylor Devlin, Michael Clark and 
RB Bortz; serving and clean-up – Diane and John Lugsdin, Laura 
and Gord Dafoe, and Jodie Hawley. 
 
We had a very successful Fall Work Party on October 25th with lots 
of socializing, as more than 85 members crowded into the clubhouse 
for the substantial coffee break. The able co-managers were Diane 
Lugsdin and Karen Laidlaw with support from Aly Markert, who 
organized volunteers to bake 12 dozen muffins. Muffin bakers were: 
Arlene Dashwood, Aly Markert, Sandra Hyslop, Kathleen De 
Jong, Sunshine Wilde and Glenys Prince, while Michelle Mech 
baked wonderful brownies. The mid-morning coffee break allowed 
for the thorough organization and clean-up of kitchen equipment on 
the day of the Work Party rather than on a separate day. Thank you 
to these members who worked in the kitchen to prepare the coffee 
break food and clean-up: Gail Meyer, Sam Keating, Betsy 
Johnston, Arlene Dashwood, Julie Mills and Laura Dafoe. 
 
The Commodore’s Banquet on Saturday, November 15th was a very 
special evening (see photos on pages 9-10). Not only did it have a 
convivial atmosphere, it was also sold out with 88 guests. 
Dancing to the Fabulous Flakes continued until 
11:30 pm.  continued on page 8 
 

Staff	  Captain’s	  Report	  
by Lynn Clark, Outgoing Staff Captain 

A BUSY FALL FOR THE SOCIAL COMMITTEE  
(From top) Authentic period decor set the mood for 
the 50s and 60s-themed Sock Hop Pub Night; 
Teenage rock ‘n rollers Nancy Boertz, Deb McGovern 
and Jodie Hawley ... are they doing the bunny hop?; 
Laura Dafoe and Glenys Prince shared muffin-
baking credits for the Work Party coffee break; Betsy 
Johnston and Sam Keating on kitchen duty at the 
Work Party; Volunteers enjoy a delicious break from 
the fall clean-up chores. 
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Staff	  Captain’s	  Report	  
continued from page 7 
 
One of the biggest smiles of the evening beamed from 
Commodore Patrick Beattie as he and Gail were piped in by 
Rod Macdonald. While this idea had been suggested years ago 

by Jenny Barrio, it was Rod who 
initiated this honour for our 
Commodore. 
 
Many members helped to make this 
a successful event: Silk Questo 
designed posters, tickets and the table 
program; Jean Davidson sold the tickets 
at Apple Photo; Wendy Vine created a 
wonderful slide show from photos sent in 
by 14 club members, and Kevin did the 
AV set-up; Louise Devlin, Diane 
Lugsdin, Aly Markert and Laura Dafoe 

gathered donations of door prizes worth over $700 and Karen 
Laidlaw and Jodie Hawley speedily delivered them to the 
winners; Ruth Humberstone organized flowers and along with 
Don Rose welcomed guests; Arlene Dashwood hand lettered 
place cards enabling more elegant ‘saving’ of chairs; and finally, Pete 
McGovern as Master of Ceremonies moved things along 
humorously and crisply.  
 
Since this is my last report as Staff Captain, I want to thank the 
outstanding Social Committee members for their dedicated work 
over the past two years, and wish the best to 2015 Staff Captain 
Betsy Johnston as the new leader of this wonderful team.   ■  
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BANQUET FESTIVITIES ... 
(Clockwise from top): Gail and Patrick 
enjoying the limelight; The Fabulous 
Flakes kept the dance floor crowded; 
Kevin Vine at the keyboard;  The feast, 
including the world’s biggest Yorkshire 
puddings; A kilt-clad Rod Macdonald 
piped in the Beatties.	  

Huge	  Thanks	  to	  our	  Generous	  
2014	  Commodore’s	  Banquet	  Prize	  Sponsors	  

	  
Shenanigans	  –	  Ladies’	  &	  Men’s	  Stormtech	  Jackets	  ($185)	  
Pharmasave	  Downtown	  –	  3	  -‐	  Gift	  Bags	  ($120)	  
Upper	  Ganges	  Liquor	  Store	  –	  2	  -‐	  $25	  Gift	  Certificates	  ($50)	  
Victoria	  Skinner	  –	  Cuisinart	  Ice	  Cream	  Maker	  ($100)	  
Dennis	  Fortin	  –	  Silver	  Commemorative	  Coin	  ($25)	  
SISC	  Clothing	  Shop	  –	  Knitted	  Toques	  
Stephen	  Lovejoy	  –	  2	  -‐	  Freebird,	  novels	  ($25)	  
Salt	  Spring	  Vineyards	  –	  Dessert	  Wine	  &	  Blackberry	  Port	  ($50)	  
Upper	  Ganges	  Liquor	  Store	  –	  Gift	  Certificates	  (2)	  ($25	  each)	  
Elaine	  Kozak	  –	  2	  -‐	  Root	  Causes,	  novels	  	  ($44)	  
Ganges	  Yoga	  Studio	  –	  Yoga	  lesson	  ($15)	  
Pharmasave	  –	  Yoga	  mat	  ($18)	  
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Commodore’s	  Banquet	  Celebration!	  	  

❶	  

❷	  

❸	  

❶ First Mate Gail Beattie was presented with a bouquet in recognition that behind 
every great man is a great woman   ❷ Arlene Dashwood, Lisa Halstead and Heinz 
Vitovec enjoy appies   ❸ Members enjoy a toast to the evening   ❹	  New members Bob 
Richmond and Mary Jane Kuipers arrive   ❺ The line-up: Taylor and Louise Devlin, 
Nancy Bortz, David Questo, RB Bortz and Glenys Prince   ❻ Gyle Keating, Kim 
Laidlaw and Deb McGovern caught in conversation   ❼ Mary Grove and Jackie 
Truscott share a laugh   ❽ Chris Gadsby and Louise Devlin in a festive mood   ❾ A 
Commodore sandwich: Gary Morrison, Silk Questo, Pat Beattie   ❿ Don Rose and 
Ruth Humberstone in their holiday best. 

❹	  
❺	  

❾	  

❽	  

❼	  
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❶ Nicholas Sladen-
Dew with three 
gorgeous ladies on his 
arm   ❷ Dorothy 
Finnigan takes in the 
entertainment    
❸ Tony Brogan 
hugs his date   
❹	  Glenys Prince 
and Derek Emmerson try 
out for “Dancing with the Stars”   ❺ Gentlemen 
of the bar: Bob Jones, Peter Grove and David Questo.   	  

Commodore’s	  Banquet	  
continued from page 9 

❶	  

❹	  

❷	  

❸	  

❺	  
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Point at the end of the channel entering into 
Montague Harbour itself. 
 
Thanks to everyone who hung in there… regardless 
of the frustrations, it was another great day on the 
water. In spite of a damp start, the weather changed 
and pretty much everyone and everything got home 
dry. Except for Soul Thyme’s spinnaker, which was 
still hanging out to dry at the dock as I left for 
home. Congratulations to the podium finishers: 
Deryn Mor, First Draft, and Wildfire. 
 
Long Harbour Race 
There was a lot at stake here. First, we had to clear 
Long Harbour before 2:00 pm when the ferry came 
back! And Deryn Mor, with Philippe Erdmer as 
ringer, had fanciful visions of back-to-back 
victories. 
 
But more importantly, Electra, Kay D, and Imp were 
all in tight contention for the Points Trophy, and 
after a whole year of dedicated sailing, today’s 
finish would determine who the winner would be! 
Martin Herbert, our intrepid scribe, continues … 
 
November second and overcast with slight spatters of rain 
could not deter a fleet of 13 boats turning up for this 
interesting race. And there was wind. In pre-race 
manoeuvers it became apparent that it would be a shifty 
wind with major puffs arriving with changes in direction. 
That the change in direction was not always the same or  
    continued on page 12 

1

Round Saltspring 2015 
Pete McGovern has graciously 
offered to chair the organization 
of the 2015 signature Saltspring 
Island Sailing Club event. I am 
confident he will be well 
supported by those of us already 
working in the background and 

those of us who will once again step up to help. 
 
Round Saltspring has always been very well 
received by the sailing community, who 
consistently and enthusiastically cite it as their 
favourite regatta – and that’s pretty high praise, 
given the calibre of the other events out there. 
Round Saltspring is SISC’s face to the world, but 
we’re not just another pretty face. We lead the 
pack when it comes to great sailing, organization, 
fun factor, and hospitality. 
 
Thanks again to Pete. Thanks in advance to all 
those who will be joining him over the next little 
while to make this year’s Round Saltspring yet 
another fantastic sailing event. 
 
Montague Harbour Race 
This race had to be re-scheduled because there 
wasn’t enough wind to do much more than get 
half way around on the first attempt. But even the 
re-run on Sunday, October 26th was a drifter. 
 
Eleven boats showed up and slowly worked their 
way down the harbour and out into Captain Pass 
where the tidal current began to challenge the 
fleet’s ability to make forward progress in the faint 
breeze. The result was that the fleet bunched up 
between Nose and Pele Points, and those who 
should have been well ahead were caught by those 
who should have been well behind. Every boat in 
the fleet, for one brief moment, was able to be in 
the lead. 
 
Short course times were taken as the boats 
struggled past a range taken from Winstanley 

Racing	  Forum	  
by Kevin Vine, Fleet Captain Racing 
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shifts and dropped back. At Horda Shoals the first three 
rounded in the same order, then came Kay D, Radiant 
Heat, Wildfire and Imp. It became apparent the 
Caliente had elected to sail NFS and she was soon 
hunted down by first the Dart and then Electra, who 
momentarily grabbed second just before Clam Shell 
Island. In the single-handed spinnaker drop aboard 
Electra the big red boat slipped back into second. 
 
The wind was now fairly steady in Long Harbour and a 
very pleasant beat out ensued. This was possibly the best 
sail down and back in Long Harbour that I can 
remember. Kay D rounded Scott Point in fourth and 
could see a spinnaker on Ogopogo far in the distance but 
none on Electra who was sailing high of the Sisters. 
Undeterred, up went the spinnaker on the Kay D, which 
she was able to hold all the way home, hitting 7.2 knots 
on the beam reach and maintaining her lead on Imp. On 
the run down Imp started closing and only some puffs at 
the end of the leg kept the Kay D ahead. Ogopogo took 
line honours while Electra pulled into second on the long 
spinnaker leg to the club. Caliente finished third. 
 
We had 13 boats out, and that was with several of our 
most stalwart racers not in attendance. I take it as a sure 
sign that our racing fleet is revitalizing and will only get 
stronger. Special mention to Ben Sutton on Wind 
Dancer, out for his first race this year and very welcome. 
Also to RB Bortz, on Effervescence I who sailed over 
from Long Harbour. November... good wind, not cold, 
nice fleet, aren’t we a lucky bunch? 
  — Martin Herbert – grinning from the  
       side deck of the Kay D 
 
Congratulations to the podium finishers: Electra, 
Kay D and Caliente. We all made it home before the 
ferry entered Long Harbour. However, Deryn Mor – 
despite the enthusiastic efforts of the crew – had a 
mid-fleet finish. But most importantly, Electra's 
brilliant race resulted in a photo finish Total Points 
victory! Electra scored 994 total points, with Imp 
one point behind at 993 and Kay D at 988. 
Congratulations, Roger! And to Craig and Martin, 
too, for giving such close chase! 
 
Don’t forget to check the website for upcoming 
events, full stories and more. To get event 
reminders, email racing@saltspringsailing.ca and 
ask to be put on the “email list”.   ■ 

3

Racing	  Forum	  
continued from page 11 

even of the same magnitude added to the tactical 
challenge. Aboard the Kay D, Tony Meek, the tactician, 
called for a starboard pin end start and a tack into the 
Saltspring shore at first opportunity. So at 20 seconds to 
go the Kay D was on the lay line to the pin, sails 
ragging, reserving her spot. Charging up from astern was 
Ogopogo, the very fast Left Coast Dart, while Electra 
was barrelling downwind with the intention of gybing 
around and grabbing the same spot. 
 
Kay D accelerated to hit the line on the gun while Paul 
Faget on Ogopogo roared out vocally to alert Electra 
that she had no rights. Roger slammed the helm over and 
occupied the space that Kay D had just exited and all 
three boats had an excellent start.  
 
The Kay D hung onto the lead for some minutes until 
Ogopogo sailed through her lee and climbed up to give 
her backwind. The closer-winded Electra had also 
moved up to windward and overtook which allowed the 
Kay D to tack over to the starboard side. Here she found 
some lovely lifting blasts which kept her with the front 
runners and allowing her to cross the bows of Caliente 
on the first cross. The big red boat soon started to move 
out and Ole Anderson had her in the lead by the time the 
fleet was leaving the harbour. Ogopogo and Electra, 
always well sailed, were second and third out and 
heading towards Prevost. 
 
Radiant Heat and Deryn Mor also played the 
starboard side and benefitted from the lifting gusts but 
then Deryn Mor must have gotten out of phase with the 
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Past	  Commodore’s	  Report	  
by Eric van Soeren 

1

The rezoning committee of Eric 
van Soeren, Jack Webster and 
Philip Grange are continuing to 
work towards correcting the 
zoning on our uplands property. 
 
As mentioned before, it is clear 

that there are significant benefits to having legal 
conforming status with our zoning, even if we do 
not plan to make any major changes to the uplands 
property. The main benefit is in that we could 
rebuild if there were a catastrophic event that 
destroyed the clubhouse. Our current non-
conforming status does not give us that comfort.   
 
The other main Past Commodore function as the 
end of the Board term approaches is finding 

Treasurer’s	  Report	  
by Norbert Schlenker 

1

Thanks to the careful spending of 
my fellow officers, we ended the 
fiscal year close to projections. 
Revenues fell a little short, 
significant items being a much 
smaller Round Saltspring Race 
and fewer new members than we 
had projected. Preliminary figures 

suggest the surplus after debt service for the year 
was $88,000 versus the expected $116,000.  
 
We continue to pay down debt, reducing the 
mortgage balance to $541,000 and the line of credit 
to $548,000 at the end of October. I still expect full 
payout of the debt in 6-8 years, depending of 
course on interest rates and new projects that come 
up. A more complete review of the financials was 
presented at the Annual General Meeting in 
November, and the budget for 2015 was approved 
by the membership. My full AGM Treasurer’s 
Report will be available for reference soon in the 

2

replacements for Board members that have 
completed their terms and will not be returning 
next year. Only three Board members needed to be 
replaced for 2015, and the full Board slate was 
elected by acclamation at the November 25th 
Annual General Meeting. I think we have a great 
Board lined up for next year.  
 
There will be a feature in the next TellTales on our 
new Board. You can reach any Board member 
through the contact links on the Club website. 
There are also a number of appointed positions to 
be filled for the upcoming year. Please check the 
Volunteers page on the website for the latest 
information, or contact Volunteer Coordinator 
Wendy Vine volunteers@saltspringsailing.com.   ■ 

2

password protected area of the Club website in the 
Draft AGM Minutes. 
 
We are fortunate that SISC member Les Brent has 
agreed to perform the required review of our 
financial statements for one more year, and 
accordingly he was appointed to this role at the 
AGM.  
 
The regulations require that I review our BC Hydro 
bills periodically and adjust what members are 
billed for power hookups on our docks, so as to 
cover the Club’s costs. As we all know from our 
bills at home, Hydro’s rates have increased this 
year. Thus, rates for power on the docks will be 
increased on all invoices issued after November 1st. 
The new minimum is $44 (+ GST) for up to 100W 
over a six-month period, up from $38. At the 
1500W maximum, rates increase to $660 from 
$570.   ■ 
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2

– on the bow, amidships and in the cockpit – tied in 
place. I also a couple screwed down to my floats, 
nothing like the smell of camphor in the morning. 
This method so far has kept them off the boat and 
floats. Now some one did store a crab in my 
mainsail during last winter, so the sail is now down 
below. I also have it on good authority they don’t 
like your urine (this coming out of Maple Bay 
Marina). So whatever method you decide on, I 

wish all the best of luck.  
 

Every member who has a dinghy 
stored in the racks or on the flat 
please, please mark them in a 
permanent way with your name, 
boat name or member number. It 
does get rather tedious trying to 
match every dinghy to a member. I 

may have to get out the super black 
marker pen. If you intend to remove 

your dinghy, I’d much appreciate a 
phone call and dinghy location. Thanks in 

advance for all your help and co-operation this 
year. I look forward to your smiling faces in spring. 
 
Please note: members wishing dinghy storage 
please call Rod, we have some spots available. 
Please just don’t assume that because it is empty 
now, it is available.   ■ 

Wharfinger’s	  Report	  
By Rod Macdonald 

1

Power usage was measured 
during the week of November 8th  
to 15th. Hopefully your your 
winter heat was hooked up and 
running and anything you didn’t 
want running all winter was 
disconnected. All my findings 
will be reported to Norbert for 

billing, and if anything is out of the ordinary I’ll be 
calling. If you choose not to use 
power this winter on a constant basis 
then please roll your cords up and 
place on your vessel so there is no 
confusion. 
 
Otters, minks, rats and all other 
pesky critters take a shine to our 
expensive floating hobbies. Please 
be sure that your vessel is secured 
against these invaders. Good 
ventilation helps keep your boat fresh. 
Also, please make sure that all lines are 
secured from doing the mast two-step slap-slap.  
 
Back to the critters. How to keep them off your 
boat and float? We have all tried, I am sure, many 
different ideas, including playing Bach all winter 
or perhaps CBC. I have lately been using moth 
balls in a perforated deli container, several of them 

	  
A L L  W E L C O M E !  

New Year’s Day Hot Rum Race & Social  
1000 hrs – Skippers meeting 
1030 hrs – Race start 
1230 hrs – Lunch & libations 

❆ 

❄ ❅ ❄ 
❆ 

❆ ❅ 
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As is usual at renewal time, there 
have been several recent 
resignations from the Club and 
we are always sorry to see 
members leave. Interests change, 
boats are sold and people move 
on to new adventures: perhaps 
road cruising in a new RV, 

exploring the greens of distant golf courses in 
warmer climes or simply finding new hobbies on 
the rock. We thank all of them for their past 
contributions to the running of the Club and wish 
them all the very best for the future. You will be 
missed! 
 
Fortunately, Susan Castle and her team have 
continued to be very busy processing new 
applications, and I would like to formally 
acknowledge the great work Susan has done again 
this year with the critical Membership portfolio. 
With the four applications approved at 
November’s Board meeting, 15 new members will 
have been brought on board during 2014, which 
represents a lot of work. Susan has patiently and 
cheerfully coordinated the application paperwork 
collection and follow-up, found sponsors as 
needed and additional interviewers, set up and 
conducted interviews (often in her own home, 
when the Clubhouse was unavailable), and 
collated and distributed the membership packages.  
 
Susan has been ably assisted in the interviewing 
process by Jackie Truscott, Don Rose, Phillippe 
Erdmer and Diane Lugsdin and others. Also to be 
warmly thanked are the several folks who stepped 
forward to sponsor those applicants who were so 
new to Saltspring that they did not know any 
member to ask to be their sponsor. All of us agree 
it’s fun to meet new people and very rewarding to 
be involved in the process of introducing them to 
our great community! If you would like to help the 
membership team please contact Susan or myself. 
 
While I’m in the year-end thanking mode, I also 
want to acknowledge Peter Howell who, despite 

Secretary’s	  Report	  
by Deborah McGovern 

2

no longer being Secretary, has kindly continued to 
pick up all the Club mail on a regular basis as well 
as print and mail Tell Tales to those members who 
do not use the website to access the newsletter. 
 
It is especially nice to have our Junior members 
“graduate” to full regular membership when they 
reach age nineteen. Matt Troyer has been an 
enthusiastic Junior for several years, participating 
in and then volunteering for the Summer Sailing 
School. He is now an experienced and well-
qualified sailor. Matt has just been transferred to 
regular status with all Club privileges and 
responsibilities. Congratulations and welcome to 
the “big leagues” Matt! 
 
Russ Murcheson’s application for Regular 
membership was approved at the October Board. 
Russ is a long-time Saltspring resident who many of 
you likely already know as he was a Mainroad  
contractor for 28 years. Recently retired, Russ 
wants to get involved in cruising. He is also a sport 
diver and mechanic and recently replaced the 
chains on the Club’s moorage buoys. His skills will 
certainly come in handy around the Club! 
 
Steve and Cindy West are now Regular members 
and were sponsored by Michael Clark and Jeremy 
Milsom. They moved from Edmonton two years 
ago where both were in their own overhead crane 
business for 30 years. Steve also volunteers for the 
SSI Chamber of Commerce and has skills in the 
electrical, painting, photography and safety areas. 
They own Bodacious, a Bayliner 3988 and will be 
joining the waiting list for a berth at the Club. 
 
Next to be approved as Regular Members were 
Nancy Cote and Allan Sobieralski, who recently 
moved to the rock from the east coast. Nancy and 
Allan are sponsored by Lynn Clark and Laura 
Dafoe. Laura describes them as accomplished and 
adventurous sailors with a multitude of skills which 
would be an asset to the Club. Lynn met Nancy 
while volunteering for the same community event. 
    continued on page 16 
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SAFETY	  NOTICE	  
Please	  watch	  your	  step	  on	  

slippery	  docks	  …	  

	  

SALT	  
	  
	  

but	  please	  keep	  our	  new	  docks	  
salt	  free	  to	  avoid	  costly	  damage	  

to	  the	  concrete.	  
	  

Helpful	  members	  who	  want	  to	  treat	  icy	  areas	  on	  
the	  docks	  over	  the	  winter	  are	  asked	  to	  use	  a	  

salt-‐free	  non-‐skid	  alternative,	  such	  as	  cat	  litter.	  
Thank	  you!	  

3

Secretary’s	  Report	  
continued from page 15 
 
They are particularly interested in organizing Club 
cruises and helping with Round Saltspring and 
summer Wharfingering. Nancy has a Masters in 
Software Engineering and heads up an IT Services 
department. Allan is an electronic technician who 
also has carpentry and marine trades skills. They 
own Karma IV, a Bayfield 36 sailboat which is 
presently in Halifax, NS but which they are in the 
midst of the delicate process of moving to 
Saltspring. 
 
The third regular membership application 
approved was that of Christopher Cheeseman and 
Gillian Taylor who, like the Wests, hail from 
Edmonton. Chris and Gill are sponsored by Tony 
McEwen and Maggie Snee, who both know them 
through the Rotary Club where they are keen 
community volunteers. Until recently, Chris was a 
professor at the University of Alberta in Edmonton 
and has many practical skills to offer, including 
carpentry and plumbing. Gill was a military officer 
and even more interestingly had a business 
catering for fundraising events! Both seem willing 
and able to volunteer wherever they are most 
needed. They own Winterlude, a Hunter 380 
sailboat which they also hope eventually to moor 
at the Club. 
 
Glenys Prince is a new Associate member. Glenys 
is sponsored by Derek Emmerson and RB Bortz. 
She is a retired teacher and Kiwanis International 
member. She has already pitched in to help out at 
Club events even just as a guest and is willing to 
volunteer at Social Events, with Communications, 
merchandising and Round Saltspring. 
 
Several new members attended the October Pub 
Night and I got the chance to briefly introduce 
them to the crowd. It was also great to see so 
many new members at the November Work Party, 
which is always a great opportunity to meet other 
members and begin contributing to the club. Please 
join Susan and I in welcoming all these new 
members to the Club!	  	  	  ■ 
	  

WATER	  NOTICE	  
Seasonal	  Water	  Shut-‐off	  on	  Docks	  

The	  water	  has	  now	  been	  shut	  off	  for	  the	  winter	  
season	  on	  the	  Sailing	  Club	  docks,	  and	  will	  be	  
turned	  back	  on	  when	  the	  risk	  of	  freezing	  is	  past	  
in	  spring.	  During	  the	  shut-‐off	  season,	  please	  
follow	  these	  fire	  safety	  directions	  …	  
	  

IN	  THE	  EVENT	  OF	  A	  FIRE:	  
• Call	  911	  
• Open	  main	  water	  valve	  in	  box	  at	  pier	  head	  
• Connect	  hose	  to	  manifold	  (valve)	  in	  a	  dock	  

vault	  with	  red	  lid,	  and	  activate	  
• Deploy	  hose	  on	  fire	  ASAP	  
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As you’ve no doubt noticed, our 
TellTales publishing schedule has 
been a little more “flexible” this 
year than in the past, when it 
came out every month except 
July and August, following the  
year’s 10 Board meetings. 
 

The current issue is dated November-December. We 
also had a May-June issue in the spring, a Summer 
issue in late June, and a short Round Saltspring 
Weekend edition. The next issue will come out at 
the start of January and will be dated the New Year 
edition. So what’s going on? 
 
Well, a few things. First, the Club now offers 
several communication channels to keep members 
informed and up-to-date, including our more 
content-rich website, and member notifications of 
news, announcements and events via email blasts. 
Both these methods leave a monthly newsletter in 
the dust when it comes to timeliness, and they are 
also more efficient in terms of volunteer time. 
 
What TellTales, as a medium, does best is deliver 
less time-sensitive (and more detailed) Officers’ 
reports, and provide illustrated features on club 
life, like social events, cruises, races, and 
educational and volunteer activities. We’re also 
aiming at more content about, and of interest to, 
Club members. In a sense, TellTales has become 
more magazine-like and less newspaper-like over 
time – while electronic media have become today’s 
standard for quick and efficient news delivery. 
 
Another thing has changed over time: the size of 
TellTales issues. As the newsletter has gained 
popularity over the past few years (we know this 
from our member surveys last year), more and 
more members have been submitting content. A 
12-page issue was once considered a big edition. 
Now, a typical issue runs 16 pages or more. When 
you do the math, that’s more than 150 pages a 
year. It has become challenging to churn out on a 
strict monthly schedule. 

Channels	  
By Silk Questo 

Winter	  &	  Spring	  2015	  
CPSS	  Courses	  

at	  Saltspring	  Island	  Sailing	  Club	  
	  

Radio	  Operator’s	  Certificate	  Maritime	  (ROC-‐M)	  
Jan	  13,	  15	  and	  20,	  2015	  

Completion	  of	  this	  course	  will	  earn	  the	  required	  Radio	  
Operator’s	  Certificate	  Maritime	  (ROC-‐M)	  for	  operating	  a	  
VHF	  radio	  transmitter	  onboard	  your	  boat.	  All	  sessions	  run	  
7:00	  pm	  to	  9:30	  pm.	  Call	  for	  details.	  

Course	  Fee:	  $85.00	  (for	  SISC	  members)	  
	  

Boating	  Two	  and	  Three	  –	  The	  Essentials	  
Beginning	  Mar	  17,	  2015	  

Go	  beyond	  the	  basics	  and	  learn	  more	  about	  boating	  safety,	  
charts	  and	  piloting.	  First	  course	  begins	  Mar	  17.	  Each	  is	  a	  5-‐
session	  module.	  Students	  should	  have	  a	  PCOC	  card	  
obtainable	  through	  the	  Boating	  One	  –	  The	  Basics	  course.	  

	  
Radar	  Course	  

Spring	  Dates	  TBA	  
Learn	  how	  to	  effectively	  use	  your	  radar.	  Course	  details	  TBA.	  
	  

For	  information	  or	  to	  register,	  call	  Laura	  Dafoe	  
250-‐537-‐8804	  

	  

2

In 2015, we will focus on a seasonal schedule that 
will enhance the informational and entertainment 
value of TellTales, while keeping the editorial 
workload manageable. This will combine with 
improved use of our other communication channels 
to keep you up-to-date and, hopefully, add to your 
enjoyment of the Club.  
 
Coming up in the New Year issue will be coverage 
of our holiday social events, the new Board, and 
annual Club and Racing Awards. Season’s 
Greetings to all!   ■ 



	  

	  

	  	  

Parting	  Shots	  
Once you’ve visited this humble but charming pioneer 
home, you’ll never forget where it’s located. I’m betting 
a lot of SISC members will get it in an instant, since it’s 
quite close by ... or will they? If you haven’t been there, 
put it on your cruising itinerary. Standing on the porch, 
looking out to sea, you could almost believe you’d 
slipped back a hundred years. Get it now? Send your 
guess to telltales@saltspringsailing.ca  

SALTSPRING	  ISLAND	  SAILING	  CLUB	  TELLTALES	   November–December	  
2014	  

October’s	  contest	  winner…	  

	  

TellTales	  is	  a	  publication	  of	  the	  
Saltspring	  Island	  Sailing	  Club	  

152	  Douglas	  Rd,	  Saltspring	  Is,	  BC	  V8K	  2J2	  
www.saltspringsailing.ca	  

©	  2014,	  Saltspring	  Island	  Sailing	  Club	  
all	  rights	  reserved.	  

TellTales	  Next	  Issue	  Deadline:	  
Monday,	  Dec	  29th,	  2014	  

Seven	  savvy	  cruisers	  correctly	  identified	  this	  
as	  Johns	  Island,	  WA	  in	  the	  San	  Juans.	  It’s	  
located	  off	  Johns	  Pass	  near	  Speiden	  Island	  
and	  Prevost	  Harbor	  on	  Stuart	  Island.	  
Specifically	  (as	  geography	  keener	  Patrick	  
Wolfe-‐Milner	  reported),	  this	  is	  Camp	  
Nor’wester.	  A	  random	  number	  pick	  using	  a	  
neat	  web-‐based	  gadget	  clinched	  the	  winner:	  
Connie	  Brett!	  Thanks	  to	  all!	  Connie,	  I’ll	  bring	  
your	  prize	  when	  I	  see	  you	  in	  January.	  

Editor’s Log 
 
It has been raining for three days. Not just raining – pouring! In 
less than two weeks, we’ll pass through the Winter Solstice, the 
shortest day of the year, offering only a blink of sun. If there’s sun 
at all. It’s enough to make you dream of summer. 
 
As I browsed through my cruising photos looking for a likely 
candidate for “Parting Shots”, I felt warmer just imagining myself 
out on the water on a hot summer day. We really are blessed to be 
boaters in this amazing corner of the world. Is there anyplace like 
this, anywhere? 
 
Impatient for spring and cruising weather, our winter trip this year 
– one of those bucket-list things – will be to New Zealand, 
including a week’s bareboat charter in the Bay of Islands. People 
like to compare NZ to BC. Sounds like a good recommendation to 
me. 
 
Whatever you’re planning over the holidays and through the 
winter, enjoy! And remember, after the Solstice the days will start 
to get longer again – a few minutes each day – until that perfect 

time of year when we can sit out in the cockpit in 
the 10:00 pm light, taking in the last of the day 
(and perhaps the last of that bottle of wine).  
 
I already can’t wait for summer! 
 
Silk Questo 
Editor | telltales@saltspringsailing.ca  
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