
	  

	  

Among the new 
members introduced 

at the February 
Meet & Greet Pub 

Night were Jill 
Collingwood and 

Brian Gilliam, here 
with sponsor David 
Spencer. See page 6 

for more photos.     
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by Eric van Soeren 
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It is almost Spring and we seem to have dodged 
any major winter storms. We have had some 
heavy rainfall that caused our training ditch for 
Ackerman Creek to breach and allow some silt 
into the marina. However, Vice Commodore 
Patrick Beattie quickly had that repaired, so it is 
now stronger than ever. I suspect he just wanted a 

chance to play with his Bobcat, but we all got the benefit. Thank 
you, Patrick. 
 
On a more serious note, the Board has moved recently to deal with 
a few unfortunate situations at the Club. In one case, there was a 
boat that was no longer being used and that was becoming 
unsightly and potentially unsafe. Through the efforts of Treasurer 
Howard Holzapfel, arrangements were made to donate the boat to 
Royal Canadian Marine Search and Rescue. The ex-owner gets an 

continued on page 2 

S A L T S P R I N G 	   I S L A N D 	   S A I L I N G 	   C L U B 	  

Calendar	  

PH
O
TO

	  A
BO

VE:	  	  SILK
	  Q
U
ESTO

	  

April	  2013	  
S	   M	   T	   W	  	   T	   F	   S	  
	   1	   2	   3	   4	   5	   6	  
7	   8	   9	   10	   11	   12	   13	  
14	   15	   16	   17	   18	   19	   20	  
21	   22	   23	   24	   25	   26	   27	  
28	   29	   30	   	   	   	   	  

2nd	   1600	   Board	  Meeting/	  
	   	   Long	  Term	  Planning	  
6th	   0830	   Spring	  Work	  Party	  
7th	   1030	   Round	  Prevost	  Race	  
21st	   1030	   McMillan	  Trophy	  Race	  
	   	   (tentative)	  
26th	  1700	  	   Pub	  Night	  (member	  host)	  
	  

March	  2013	  
S	   M	   T	   W	  	   T	   F	   S	  
	   	   	   	   	   1	   2	  
3	   4	   5	   6	   7	   8	   9	  
10	   11	   12	   13	   14	   15	   16	  
17	   18	   19	   20	   21	   22	   23	  
24	   25	   26	   27	   28	   29	   30	  
31	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

3rd	   1030	   Spring	  One	  Day	  Regatta	  
5th	   1900	   Board	  Meeting	  
16th	  1030	   Round	  Penders	  Race-‐Day	  1	  
17th	  0930	  	   Round	  Penders	  Race-‐Day	  2	  
21st	   1900	   Derek	  Lundy	  Presentation	  
26th	  1600	  	   Long	  Term	  Planning	  
30th-‐31st	  	   Easter	  Cruise	  
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SPRING 
WORK  

PARTY! 

Saturday	  
April	  6	  
0830	  hrs	  
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Commodore’s	  Report	  
continued from page 1 
 
income tax receipt for the donation of the boat, 
and RCM-SAR will get some cash once they clean 
up and sell the boat. This seems like a good option 
for members who have boats which they no longer 
use but which they might find difficult to sell in the 
current market. I am sure Howard would be happy 
to discuss this option with any other members who 
may be interested. 
 
Another issue that has come up is a boat that was 
sold to a non-member by a member who has since 
resigned. The boat was not removed from the 
marina, and we are not able to contact the new 
owner. We have placed a lien on the boat in order 
to recover costs and the penalty moorage for 
unauthorized use of the marina. If any member 
knows who the new owner of Toad Hull is, perhaps 
they could contact both them and me so we can 
resolve this issue before the boat goes to auction. 
 
Finally, there has long been a feeling that some 
Club members are not even trying to fulfill their 
volunteer work contributions to the Club, and also 
that some members who keep their boats at the 
marina no longer have their primary residence on 
Salt Spring Island. Both of the above are 
requirements of regular Club members, but there 
has been little or no enforcement of that 
Regulation and By-law. 
 
The last thing the Board wants is a witch hunt to 
root out people who, for any number of valid 
reasons, have not been able to contribute for a 
short while. We recognize that for medical, family 
or other reasons members may have to step back 
for a while. On the other hand, when members are 
clearly using the Club marina as cheap moorage 
without contributing anything other than fees, we 
feel that action must be taken. Particularly now 
that we have a waiting list for some slip sizes, it 
seems unfair to make existing or new and 
potentially active members wait while members 
who are either not contributing or don’t even live 
on Salt Spring Island park their boats in our 
marina. 

3

Therefore, the Board has decided that there will be 
a three-member subcommittee of the Board struck 
on an as-needed basis to review cases where there 
appears to be a serious breach of the Club’s By-laws 
and Regulations. When apparent violations are 
brought to the SISC Board’s attention, members of 
this Board of Review will be appointed by the 
Commodore to interview the member to verify 
whether or not a problem exists. The composition 
of the Board of Review may be different from one 
case to the next, to avoid real or apparent conflicts 
of interest. They will report their findings to the 
Board of Directors for further action, which may 
range from asking for compliance in fulfilling 
volunteer obligations to removing the boat from the 
marina. 
 
I would like to finish on a more positive note. I 
already see a fair number of people on the docks 
cleaning up their boats and doing minor repairs and 
modifications to get ready for the upcoming 
boating season. And since there is nothing more 
fun than just messing around on boats, I hope to 
see you there soon.	  	  	  ■	  



	  

	  
3	  

SALTSPRING	  ISLAND	  SAILING	  CLUB	  TELLTALES	   March	  2013	  

Wharfinger’s	  Report	  
by Don Rose 

As winter turns the corner, I am reminded of the 
care and consideration of others in the Club. Being 
retired means that many members vacation in the 
winter. Some are true ‘snowbirds’ and vacate for as 
many as six months. Some members move their 
boat to the hard for the winter months. In some 
cases, size or space may make moving the boat out 
of the water impractical.  

 
Keeping a boat in the water unchecked and uncared for is not very 
prudent. Although most of us keep a general weather eye to all 
things afloat at the Club during the Christmas season, I found myself 
paying extra attention to a couple of boats for friends who were 
away. I was not asked to do this; it is what we do and the favor is 
always returned. 
 
At all times of the year, but especially during high winter tides, large 
pieces of wood and even whole logs find their way into our moorage 
area. Left to move back and forth against a hull, these pieces of wood 
can do some damage.  
 
It is not always practical to tow these objects to shore. An alternative 
is to move them using a pike pole. This is not easy but can be 
accomplished using the direction of wind or tide to one’s advantage. 
The Club’s pike pole is stored beside the pier ramp on one of the 
sailing school floats. Moving unwanted logs out will no doubt be 
appreciated by all members.   ■ 

Vice	  Commodore’s	  Report	  
by Patrick Beattie 

We are getting close to Work Party day on 
Saturday, April 6th, and we have lots to do. To be 
accomplished at this annual event are the usual 
chores such as cleaning the gutters and raking the 
leaves. Ditch cleaning is also on the list, along 
with finishing the launch ramp. We need as 
many bodies as we can to help out and spread the 
workload, so please pass the word and encourage 

everyone to come and pitch in. On the dishwasher front, the final 
touches are being done on the installation. With thanks to Dave 
Roll, the WiFi is working well, and there are more improvements 
to come.   ■ 

	  

Come	  and	  
Get	  ‘Em!	  

	  
Your	  2013	  Club	  Yearbook	  and	  
Membership	  Cards	  are	  now	  
ready	  for	  pick-‐up	  in	  the	  
clubhouse	  lobby.	  
	  
The	  yearbook	  is	  a	  handy	  
reference	  with	  informa-‐tion	  
about	  your	  Club.	  
	  
Your	  membership	  card	  is	  
essential	  for	  taking	  
advantage	  of	  reciprocal	  
moorage	  and	  receiving	  
member	  discounts	  at	  
participating	  merchants.	  
	  
Please	  stop	  in	  and	  

pick	  up	  your	  
package	  today.	  
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The finger re-building project 
continues to consume most of 
the Foreshore Team’s available 
time. Fortunately, new 
volunteers continue to join the 
team and there are tangible 
results to show for all this effort. 
In the near future it will be 

necessary to involve many more Club members 
than at present. 
 
Finger Replacement Schedule 
By the end of March we expect to have eight 
fingers in the water. These fingers are destined to 
replace fingers on C Dock at: 06/08, 10/12, 
14/16, 18/20, 22/24, 26/28, 25/27 & 29/31.  
 
It will be necessary for vessel owners at these 
locations to remove their vessels to an outside 
berth or available space on D Dock while the 
replacement takes place. I am guessing that, with 
owners’ help, the team will be able to change out 
three units a day starting in early April. The timing 
will, of course, be weather dependent; however do 
not expect too much lead time to move your boat. 
 
The balance of Phase One of this program will 
involve replacement of fingers on B Dock at 
14/16, 18/20, 22/24 & 21/23.  
 
With new piles being driven for the three outside 
fingers, we are dependent on Island Marine 
Construction for timing. Currently we expect this 
operation to take place soon after the 15th of April 
and we expect the vessel owners affected to be on 
stand-by for moving. With the old fingers gone, 
the new fingers will be installed and the piles 
driven through the new finger hoops.  
 
An added catch to this operation will be the 
installation of a four-foot metal extension to B 
Dock. This will allow 14/16 & 18/20 to become 
five feet wide for better stability, and 22/24 & 
21/23 to become six feet wide, for both stability 

Rear	  Commodore’s	  Report	  
by Bob Jones 

	  

2

and perhaps some wave dampening effect. 
Distance between the fingers will remain as 
current. From the above, you can see that we are 
hopeful of completing Phase One by the end of 
April, in time for Opening Day and Sailpast.  
 
All affected owners will assist the Foreshore Team 
greatly by please removing all cleats or ring bolts 
from your existing fingers. We make no guarantee 
that remaining attachments will be preserved and 
replaced. 
 
Redundant Docks for Sale 
There will be 12 redundant fingers, some not 
much use other than fire wood, but some with 
encased flotation would make very good floats (i.e. 
if two fingers were secured together by eight-foot 4 
x 4’s and the inside tie rails removed). If any 
members are aware of anybody looking for 
flotation, please have them contact me.  
 
I would propose a price of between $300 and $500, 
depending on condition. Sale to be “as is, where 
is” (i.e. afloat at the marina). I will be advertising 
in the Salt Spring Exchange. If any member can 
think of any reason for the Club to retain some of 
the better units, either as is or cut down, please 
advise me ASAP. 
 
Water on the Docks 
Amid all the above activity, requests have been 
coming in for the water to be turned on. I am 
hopeful that this will have been done by the time 
you read this article, weather permitting. We will 
send out an email notice to inform members when 
this is done. 
 
Dock Maintenance Issues 
The otters have been very active. In some cases the 
use of our fire hoses may be considered for clean 
up. I have no problem with this, other than 
pointing out that this consumes much more of our 
expensive water and also reminding everyone  

continued on page 5 
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On February 22nd some 75 members attended the 
Meet and Greet Pub Night to welcome new 
members and enjoy delicious and substantial 
appetizers (see photos on next page, snapped by our 
photo team of Colleen Shantz and Silk Questo, below). 
Very considerable thanks go to Vicki and Gary 
Morrison, who organized this event with the help 

of Laura Dafoe. Thank you also to Jean Howell, Grant and Lynn 
McKay, David and Joy Howell, and Peter and Mary Grove. 
 
Backtracking a little to the Skipper’s Choice Potluck, many 
members have spoken enthusiastically about the fantastic 
decorations arranged by Vicki Morrision. Other members who lent 
a helping hand were Alan Hughes, Mary Hughes, Gaye Gardiner, 

Sharon Hawke, Rob Denny, Nighean 
Anderson, Bruce Grey, Patti Grey 
and Louise Devlin (who came up 
with well-deserved awards to the three 
guys with the “smoothest” heads)! 
 
The March 16th Evening Social was 
cancelled, as the cruising evening 
with Derek Lundy was arranged near 
to that date.  
 
Looking ahead, April 6th is the 

Spring Work Party and we are 
starting to plan for preparing the 
hearty food that all the workers 
appreciate. 
 
As Spring approaches, you might 
feel a desire to sort out your boat 
lockers and basements. Keep a 
look out for extra or unused “stuff” 
of a marine nature that you could 
pass on to others at the Marine 
Swap Meet to be held on Saturday 
May 4th, the day ahead of Opening 
Day and Sailpast.  

 
Tables for selling items will be available only to members, but the 
Swap Meet itself will be advertised to the public. More details will 
follow in the April TellTales.   ■	  

Staff	  Captain’s	  Report	  
by Lynn Clark 

Hone	  your	  navigation	  skills	  
with	  this	  upcoming	  CPS	  

course	  offering	  …	  

Navigating	  
With	  GPS	  

Dates	  (includes	  two	  sessions:	  	  
• Tue,	  April	  9th	  at	  7:00	  pm	  (2	  hrs)	  	  
• Sat,	  April	  13th	  at	  9:00	  am	  (4	  hrs	  

with	  exam)	  
Place:	  SISC	  clubhouse	  
Cost	  (CPS	  and	  SISC	  members):	  
• Individual	  –	  $65	  
• Couple	  –	  $115	  
For	  required	  pre-‐registration,	  

call	  537-‐5377	  

3

Rear	  Commodore’s	  
Report	  
continued from page 4 
 
(this is essential) to make sure 
that the hose is stretched out and 
fully dried before rolling and 
returning to the cabinet. 
 
I have been advised that some 
owners using the tide grid are not 
cleaning up removed shells and 
barnacles. If you use the grid, 
please leave it in better condition 
than you found it.  
 
May I also ask that members 
check their vessel’s mooring lines 
for chafe over the winter and, if 
evident, replace promptly? Thank 
you.   ■ 
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New members, sponsors and well-wishers mingled over appies at our 
annual Meet and Greet Pub Night. A warm welcome was extended to 
all new members present, including Don Arney, Rich and Kim 
Ballantyne, Casey and Kathleen DeJong, Brian Gilliam and Jill 
Collingwood, Bruce and Patti Grey, David Hart, Albert and 
Mia Kaye, Ian Leckie and Aly 
Markert, Peter and Bernadette 
McAllister, Norman and Tina 
Rothwell and Victoria Skinner and 
Dennis Fortin.	  	  	  ■ 
 
❶  New member Norman Rothwell (who served as 
bartender for the evening) with sponsor Russ Crouse 
(right)   ❷	  Sponsor Bob Jones introduces new 

member Aly Markert   ❸	  New members Casey 

and Kathleen De Jong   ❹ Peter Howell presents 
new members Dennis Fortin and Victoria 
Skinner   ❺ New associate member David Hart 

with sponsor Stuart Farson   ❻	  Sponsor Kevin 
Vine with new members Bruce and Patti Grey   
❼	  Taylor Devlin with Ron and Suzan 

Chamney   ❽	  Julie van Soeren with Dorothy 

Finnigan   ❾	  Edward and Lucy Shaske take in 

the proceedings   ❿ New member Don Arney is 
introduced by sponsor Alan Brooke. 

New	  Members	  Welcomed	  at	  Pub	  Night	  
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❸
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The cruising department has 
some confirmed dates in March 
for you to put on your calendar. 
 
Derek Lundy Presentation 
For those with a yen to sail 
offshore, the presentation by 

Derek Lundy on Thursday March 21st promised a 
fascinating evening about offshore sailing. 
Drawing on his interesting offshore experiences, 
Derek took us through how to prepare for sailing 
offshore. Many thanks to Derek for his talk! 
 
Easter Cruise 
Lyle and Perry Ruehlen are hosting an Easter 
Cruise, on the Easter weekend at the end of 
March. They will already be out cruising the week 
before and are hoping to build on the success of 
their last year’s Easter Cruise with Trevor and 
Shirley on Tiffin.  

 
This year, the Ruehlens 
will rendezvous with 
interested fellow cruisers 
at Conover Cove on 
Wallace Island on 
Saturday, March 30th, 
in time for an 
afternoon of activities 
and a potluck dinner. 
The next day, Easter 
Sunday, will include 
an Easter egg hunt in 

the morning and 
a potluck 
Easter brunch.  
 
The Ruehlen 
family 
encourages 
members with 
kids to “break 
with tradition” and 
venture out on their 

Cruising	  Report	  
by Susannah Devitt, Fleet Captain Cruising 

2

boats for Easter! They will provide everything for 
the Easter egg hunt and will have Easter egg dying 
and crafts available on the Saturday afternoon.  
 
If you plan to join this cruise, please email 
cruising@saltspringsailing.ca to let us know you are 
coming and to give the Easter Bunny an idea of 
how many eggs to bring for the hunt. (Note that 
this cruise is for all members, not just for families 
with children. The Easter Bunny has of course been 
known to hide eggs for adults, too.) 
 
May Long-Weekend Cruise 
Lyle and Perry are also planning a cruise on the 
Victoria Day weekend, the weekend where our 
Club hosts the Round Saltspring Race and where 
cruisers often help out by vacating their moorings 
to make room for the visiting racers. The Ruehlens 
are hoping to lead a cruise to the San Juan Islands, 
so dust off your passport, look at the notes you took 
at Alan Brooke’s presentation, and prepare to head 
for the States! 
 
We continue to encourage more people to become 
interested in leading Club cruises. Leading a cruise 
is a grand way to get to know people in the Club.  
Basically, it only requires a destination and a plan 
for getting together to eat, and you have the kernel 
of a successful cruise! Throw in an activity or two 
(a hike, sightseeing, local history, beachcombing) 
and it only gets better.  
 
Again, I ask you to consider any group get-away in 
your boats a cruise. Take pictures, do a write up 
and send it to me. If you would like more boats to 
join you when you are planning to get away, let me 
know and I will send an email invitation to Club 
members. Have a look on your calendar and let us 
know if you are planning anything that might turn 
into a cruise!   ■	  
	  
EASTER FUN – (left) Last year’s Easter cruise was great fun and 
this year’s promises to be even better! 
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The Round Saltspring 2013 
Committee has met a couple of 
times and things are progressing, 
streamlined this year with both a 
Hospitality Committee and a 
Technical Committee.  
 

The Technical Committee, under the 
chairmanship of Richard Ballantyne, is 
responsible for all race-related activities and has 
met to discuss race format and other details. 
 
The Round Saltspring Notice of Race (NOR) is 
complete and is available on the Club website. It 
will be distributed shortly along with an invitation 
to register for the race. (Richard would like to 
extend his thanks to Silk Questo for her assistance 
with the NOR).  

Racing	  Forum	  
by Mark Strongman, Fleet Captain Racing 

2

This year’s limit of 120 boats is written into the 
NOR. One of the notable differences this year is 
that the race will be scored using “Time on 
Distance”, as opposed to the “Time on Time” 
system used in previous years. Another notable 
difference this year is that the Committee adopted 
David Wood’s proposal to hold the main social 
and culinary event (the Lamb Barbecue) on the 
Friday night, when more participants can enjoy the 
festivities. 
 
In other Round Saltspring matters, Louise Devlin 
has finalized a race logo and a line of race wear. 
Patrick Beattie has been leading the efforts to 
ensure that we are absolutely compliant with BC 
Liquor Control guidelines at this year’s event.  
 
Conversations are underway with North Sails to 
potentially act as presenting sponsor. Details will 
follow as talks progress. The design elements of the 
Race website have been integrated by Mobius 
Communications, and content is expected to be 
integrated shortly. 
 
As regards regular Club Racing, things are 
progressing as expected. Keep tuned to the racing 
pages for up-to-date developments.   ■	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

SPRING REGATTA: (above and left) The One Day Spring 
Regatta on March 3rd was a chance to break out the spinnakers. 
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Victoria	  Harbour	  Boat	  Show	  
April	  18th	  –	  21st	  

The	  23rd	  annual	  show	  hosted	  by	  the	  British	  
Columbia	  Yacht	  Brokers	  Association,	  with	  a	  
wide	  array	  of	  in-‐water	  and	  on-‐land	  exhibitors	  
at	  Victoria’s	  Inner	  Harbour.	  For	  more	  infor-‐
mation,	  visit	  www.bcyba.com	  

International	  One	  Metre	  Report	  
by Martin Herbert, IOM #99 

 
It is finally Spring and the first events of the year are fast 
approaching. Time to dust off the miniature yachts and get tuned 
up. By the time you read this our first Regatta will be history as 
Beaver Fever is scheduled for the end of March on Beaver Lake. 
April will see a replay of “The Great Ocean Race” around 
Protection Island in Nanaimo. Then the international part of the 

year starts up with races 
in Seattle in May and 
the Canadian Cham-
pionship here at our 
own club in June.  
 
Our fleet has had a lazy 
winter with no formal 
practices and just a few 
jaunts to test ourselves 
against other local fleets. 
Hopefully a good 
showing at Beaver Lake 
will score some of us an 
invitation to the 
Cowichan Lake training 

camp, an invitation only event run by the very active Hornby 
Island Club.  
 
Our status as the only fleet to offer class racing in the club is also 
being challenged by the coming of three Flying Fifteens to join 
the Kay D. Although these are only “oversized boats” that you 
actually sit on while sailing, the fact that they will offer exciting 
class racing could prove to be a distraction from the true thrill of 
IOM racing. Stay tuned for more news as the season progresses.  
 
ABOVE: Ole Anderson, sailing 281, threads the needle of Bite and Bark, two 
IOMs built by Martin Herbert. 

Secretary’s	  
Report	  
by Peter Howell 

I am hoping that, 
by the time you 
receive this issue 
of TellTales, you 
will have already 
picked up your 
Yearbook/Boat 

Register/Membership Card 
package from the Clubhouse. 
 
This year, we made a concerted 
effort to get the packages out early, 
not only for those members who 
wish to make an early start to 
visiting Reciprocal Clubs, but for 
all members, as a valuable 
reference source for Club events, 
By-laws, Regulations and other 
related Club information. 
 
This year we experienced some 
issues with the way members’ 
names appeared on the Member-
ship Cards and I would request 
that you contact me with details of 
any errors or omissions. 
 
Finally, as you know, space is very 
limited in the Clubhouse entrance, 
where the packages are laid out. 
So, please make every effort to 
pick up your package right away 
and it will be much appreciated.	  	  ■ 

	  
	  
	  
	  
Don’t	  forget	  our	  SISC	  

Marine	  Swap	  Meet	  
Saturday,	  May	  4th	  
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Just in case you might have 
missed the numerous earlier 
references in this issue, it’s time 
to pick up your 2013 Yearbook 
package from the clubhouse 
lobby. Okay, ‘nuff said. I won’t 
bug you about it again until the 

next TellTales! 
 
The Round Saltspring website will soon be 
updated with information on this year’s race. You 
will also be able to preview this year’s range of 
terrific race wear and even purchase online. We’re 
hoping to attract a record number of race entrants 
from our own Club this year, so watch for details. 
 
Other Club website updates and upgrades are also 
in the works. I regret that this has been delayed by 
a couple of weeks while I made an unscheduled 
trip in March to give a friend a hand. I’ll be getting 
back to the website update after this issue of 
TellTales is published. 
 
We will also be conducting a member survey in 
the next few weeks to find out more about how 
you’re using the various Club communications, 
such as TellTales, the yearbook and the website. 
What’s working? What could work better?  
 
Your feedback is very important, because a 
volunteer club works best when members are 
informed and engaged. The survey will likely be 
conducted through a secure, online survey website 
that’s used by many other not-for-profit 
organizations  (the recent Bluewater Cruising 
Club’s survey in support of the Women On Water 
event, for example). It will be quick and easy to 
use, and I hope to get a high percentage of 
members to respond. Watch for details in the next 
TellTales and on our website. 
 
Special thanks to Philippe Erdmer this month for 
the great racing photos he’s been contributing. 
Look for photo coverage of the March 16th–17th  
Round Penders race next month!   ■ 

Channels	  
by Silk Questo, Communications Director 

	  

Calling	  All	  Best	  Dressed	  Skippers	  

Embroidered	  Club	  
Crest	  Now	  Available	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

Order	  now	  to	  get	  yours	  in	  time	  for	  
Opening	  Day!	  

Crest	  comes	  with	  dark	  navy	  backing,	  ready	  to	  
sew	  on	  your	  blazer.	  Cost	  is	  $15.00,	  incl	  tax.	  	  
	  

Contact	  Louise	  Devlin	  at	  	  250-‐537-‐4622	  
merchandise@saltspringsailing.ca	  	  



	  

	  

	  	  

Parting	  Shots	  
Something different again. Here are some of our 
favourite things in a popular destination you might have 
visited. No more hints. It’s all in the pictures! For a 
coveted prize from Louise’s Club gear stash, 
where are we? Send your entry to: 
telltales@saltspringsailing.ca  

SALTSPRING	  ISLAND	  SAILING	  CLUB	  TELLTALES	   March	  2013	  

February’s	  contest	  winner	  …	  
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I	  was	  expecting	  a	  ton	  of	  entries	  in	  this	  wacky	  
version	  of	  the	  photo	  contest,	  but	  it	  looks	  like	  
these	  Mystery	  Members	  disguised	  them-‐
selves	  too	  well.	  Not	  well	  enough	  to	  fool	  
Vicky	  Hodson,	  though,	  who	  was	  one	  of	  the	  
few	  who	  recognized	  Lorne	  Shantz	  and	  
Russell	  Logan,	  looking	  adorable.	  Vicky,	  your	  
prize	  will	  be	  in	  the	  clubhouse	  lobby	  shortly!	  

Editor’s Log 
 
Spring is traditionally the time that skippers and mates renew their 
relationship with their boat after a winter spent mainly on shore. 
(Okay, the dedicated racers get out on the water 12 months a year, 
and my watch cap is off to them!) 
 
But whether you’re a summer boater or a year-round sailor, the 
siren call of boat show season will give you the New Gear Itch. Or 
maybe the New Boat Itch, as our Commodore has recently 
demonstrated (congratulations on your new arrival, Eric and Julie).  
 
And then, there’s The List – all those little (or big) repair jobs, and 
haul-out tasks, and safety items, and spring refit chores. And, of 
course, there’s also the Wish List – all the stuff that isn’t exactly 
essential, but would make next summer’s boating so much more 
________ (convenient? fun? fill in your own blank here). Our 
splurge this year was new set of sails for lighter summer airs to 
reduce our dependence on the iron wind. 
 

It’s all an essential part of the boater’s yearly 
cycle, a process that gets us excited about the 
season to come. When going through your gear 
this year, keep our May 4th Marine Swap Meet 
in mind if you have something to sell, or are 
looking for a deal on a needed item. Good luck! 
 
Silk Questo 
Editor | telltales@saltspringsailing.ca  


