
	  

	  

Outgoing 
Commodore Eric 

van Soeren enjoys 
the festivities at the 

Commodore’s 
Banquet with  

“First Lady” Julie. 
More photos start 

on page 6.   
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Commodore’s	  Report	  
by Patrick Beattie 

	  

1

As I sit here writing my first TellTales submission 
as Commodore, I am reflecting on how 
honoured I am to have been entrusted with the 
leadership of such a great Club. Your new board 
has held their first meeting, and their ideas and 
goals are very impressive. I will let you read 
about their plans in their individual reports. 

 
My plan is to continue the great work started by the previous 
board, as well as to strive for some new goals. My main personal 
goal is to work towards having a unified board and open and clear 
communication to and from the membership. The members have 
expressed some definite ideas at the last General Meetings as to 
what they would like to see for the Club. 
 
I have tasked the board members to focus on forming their 
committees. Committee work is the life blood of a volunteer-based  
      continued on page 2 

S A L T S P R I N G 	   I S L A N D 	   S A I L I N G 	   C L U B 	  

Calendar	  

PH
O
TO

	  A
BO

VE:	  	  SILK
	  Q
U
ESTO

	  

January	  2014	  
S	   M	   T	   W	  	   T	   F	   S	  
	   	   	   1	   2	   3	   4	  
5	   6	   7	   8	   9	   10	   11	  
12	   13	   14	   15	   16	   17	   18	  
19	   20	   21	   22	   23	   24	   25	  
26	   27	   28	   29	   30	   31	   	  

1st	   1030	   Hot	  Rum	  Race	  &	  Club	  	  
	   	   Social	  
7th	   1900	   Board	  Meeting	  
17th	  1700	  	   Pub	  Night	  

December	  2013	  
S	   M	   T	   W	  	   T	   F	   S	  
1	   2	   3	   4	   5	   6	   7	  
8	   9	   10	   11	   12	   13	   14	  
15	   16	   17	   18	   19	   20	   21	  
22	   23	   24	   25	   26	   27	   28	  
29	   30	   31	   	   	   	   	  

3rd	   1900	   Board	  Meeting	  
8th	   1030	   Snowflake	  Series-‐Race	  1	  
9th	   1700	  	   Chrismas	  Party	  &	  Boat	  
	   	   Light-‐up	  
22nd	  1030	   Snowflake	  Series-‐Race	  2	  
31st	   	   Montague	  New	  Year’s	  	  
	   	   Cruise	  

Note:	  January	  racing	  schedule	  
to	  be	  announced.	  Please	  
watch	  the	  website	  for	  details.	  
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Commodore’s	  Report 
continued from page 1 
 
organization, for without their committees, the 
responsibilities of the individual board members 
would become far too onerous and sometimes 
overwhelming. We as a Club need to assist our 
hardworking board members with their programs 
and responsibilities. I urge each and every one of 
you to volunteer to be on the committee of your 
choice. By volunteering for a committee, you not 
only contribute to the running of the Club, but 
you have a voice on the direction of that program 
or area of the Club, plus you may get to know 
and work alongside some pretty terrific people! 
Please do not hesitate to contact any board 
member and volunteer for their committee. You 
can do this through the website or by telephone, 
at any time. 
 
One of my key areas of focus as Commodore is 
continuing to work on the Long Term Plan for 
the Club. I am not endorsing any immediate big 

3

changes, but we must always be looking toward the 
future in order to keep the Club moving forward. 
 
I am very excited about the great progress being 
made on the website. This will be a fantastic tool, 
both to keep the members informed and also for the 
members to communicate their concerns and vision 
to the board. 
 
Jon Healey and his committee have been working 
very hard on the review of the Junior Program and 
Sailing School. I will keep you updated as 
information become available from the committee. 
 
In closing, I look forward to representing the 
members and the board of Saltspring Island Sailing 
Club to the best of my ability as we move forward 
into a great year. Again I urge you, the members, to 
get involved and volunteer for jobs at the Sailing 
Club.  
 
I wish you all a very Happy Holiday and see you at 
the Club!   ■ 

	  

Meet	  Your	  2014	  Board	  of	  Directors	  

Patrick	  Beattie	  
Commodore	  

Eric	  van	  Soeren	  
Past	  Commodore	  

Wayne	  Tepper	  
Vice	  Commodore	  

Bob	  Jones	  
Rear	  Commodore	  

Kevin	  Vine	  
Fleet	  Capt	  Racing	  

David	  Roll	  
Fleet	  Capt	  Dinghy	  

Perry	  Ruehlen	  
Fleet	  Capt	  Cruising	  

Lynn	  Clark	  
Staff	  Captain	  

Norbert	  Schlenker	  
Treasurer	  

Rod	  Macdonald	  
Wharfinger	  

Silk	  Questo	  
Communications	  Dir	  

Note:	  The	  Office	  of	  Secretary	  is	  to	  be	  announced.	  
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Vice	  Commodore’s	  Report	  
by Wayne Tepper 

1

Happy Holidays to all. I am 
pleased to have been elected to 
the post of Vice Commodore of 
our Sailing Club. We are all so 
blessed to be part of such a 
beautiful Sailing Club. We are a 
mostly volunteer club with a 
dedicated group of members that 

year after year have stepped up and given of 
themselves to make our Sailing Club what it is 
today. I look forward to being part of this Board of 
Directors and I hope to do my best in keeping our 
Club House and Grounds looking and functioning 
as good as possible.   
 

2

The cold air is upon us and with it possibly icy 
steps and walkways. There are pails of salt and 
sand at the gatehouse as well as at the clubhouse 
entrance.  
 
Iam looking for Club members to help with our 
House and Grounds Team. Please contact me if 
you wish to be involved in keeping our House and 
Grounds – grand. I would like to thank Chris 
Gadsby for his valued help this winter and Patrick 
Beattie for hopefully making my transition a 
smooth one.  
 
Good Health and a Happy New Year.   ■ 

Past	  Commodore’s	  Report	  
by Eric van Soeren 

1

This is my first TellTales report as 
the Past Commodore. As Past 
Commodore I continue to sit on 
the Board, but go from over-
seeing all the functions of the 
club and the Board to being the 
“Elder Statesman”.  
 

Part of that function is to provide continuity and 
help the members of the Board with guidance on 
what has been happening in the past. Among 
other things the job includes drafting By-laws and 
Regulations as required, and being the liason 
between the other Past Commodores and the 
Board. This is also the position that establishes the 
committee to recommend future Board 
nominations. 
 
I look forward to a productive Board with Patrick 
at the helm, and to working with the Board, the 
Past Commodores and general membership on 
any issues that may arise during the year. If there 
are By-laws or Regulations that you feel should be 

2

tweaked, or any problems that you feel should be 
dealt with, please feel free to discuss them with me, 
so I can take them to the Board for consideration. 
 
I wish you all a happy holiday season, and don’t 
forget your boat misses you. Be sure to come down 
to the club regularly to make sure it is OK.  	  ■ 

Our	  AED	  Could	  Be	  a	  Life	  Saver	  
 
A reminder to all that the Club is equipped 
with an AED, located in the 
gatehouse. Michael Clark 
spotted a Good Samaritan 
story on CBC about a life 
saved using an AED, and 
reminds everyone that the 
equipment tells you what 
to do – anyone can use it! 
To view the CBC story,  
click here. 
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 The Commodore’s Banquet on November 
16th was a rocking good time for the 77 
attendees. Dancing to the Fabulous Flakes 
continued until HH turned the dimmed 
lights to full at 11:25. I would like to thank 
Roger Kibble who was the inspiration 
behind this year’s Banquet with his 
encouragement that the event should be 

fun, have some surprises and contribute to building our 
community. Many others helped: Suzan Chamney designed 
posters; Wayne Tepper and Silk Questo took photos; 
Wendy and Kevin Vine worked on the technical side with 
slides, sound system and music; Louse Devlin gathered 

donations of door prizes worth $700-
800 and Laura Dafoe speedily 
delivered them to the winners; 
  continued on page 5 

Staff	  Captain’s	  Report	  
by Lynn Clark 

❶ Fabulous Flakes rock out   ❷ Is 
SISC ready for ‘Dancing with the 
Stars’?   ❸ Nelly Tom-Key and Jan 
Fellenius get in the picture with Gary 
and Vicki Morrison   ❹ Three 
beauties in black: Cheryl Gadsby, 
Deb McGovern and Karen Tepper   
❺	  And four more: Victoria Skinner, 
Karen Laidlaw, Aly Markert and 
Gail Beattie   ❻ David Questo gets 
the girls (Ruth Humberstone and 
Louise Devlin)   ❼ Heinz Vitovec 
and Lisa Halstead cuddle   ❽ Our 
celebrity emcee Bob Jones. 

❶

❽

❷

❹

❺

❻

❸	  

❼
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Staff	  Captain’s	  Report 
continued from page 4 
 
Ruth Humberstone organized flowers; Jenny and Derek Barrio, 
Eric and Julie van Soeren welcomed quests; Bob Jones as Master 
of Ceremonies moved things along crisply and elegantly; and 
Commodore Patrick and Gail Beattie thanked guests for coming.   

 
We told some TellTales Live from the 
podium this year – Keith Simpson, 
Bevan Wrate and Nelly Tom Kee all 
shared with the audience some anecdotes 
of admiration and good humour. Please 
do listen up for more stories from behind 
the scenes for next year’s Banquet. 
 
More recently, some 55 members braved 
slippery road conditions to enjoy our 

Christmas Party and Boat Light-Up on 
Monday December 9th (see story on page 7).  
 
Please do note our next social event on 
Wednesday January 1st. The  Hot Rum Race 
starts at 10:30 followed by lunch in the 
clubhouse. Happily we now have a great group 
of volunteers signed up. The Pub Night on 
Friday January 17 will be hosted by Deb and 
Peter McGovern.   ■ 

❶ Event organizer Lynn Clark 
toasts honoree Eric van Soeren   
❷ Longtime members Sylvia 
Greenwood, Norm Dinsmore 
and Sally Plunkett ❸ Girls just 
wanna have fun – Jackie 
Truscott, Henri Procter and 
Suzanne Ambers   ❹ Iain 
Leckie and Aly Markert in 
holiday finery   ❺	  Past and 
present FCRs Pete McGovern 
and Kevin Vine   ❻ Roger 
Kibble and Chris Gadsby share 
a laugh   ❼ Who do we bribe to 
get our table called up for 
dinner next?   ❽ Don Rose and 
Taylor Devlin are ready for a 
bevvie   ❾ Jen and Jon Healey 
chatting   ❿ Peter Howell 
looking dapper. 

❶

❷

❸	  

❹	  

❺	  

❻	  

❼	  

❾	  

❽	  

❿	  
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2013	  Award	  Winners	  
 
Major annual Club awards were presented at the 
Commodore’s Banquet on November 16th.  
 
❶  The Commodore’s Award for 2013 was presented by 
Commodore Eric Van Soeren to Bob Jones in recognition of 
his leadership in the continuing improvement and 
maintenance of the marina, including the dock fingers 
replacement project.  
 
❷  Past Commodore Derek Castle presented The Past 
Commodores’ Award 2013 to Norm Dinsmore. Among 
Norm’s many contributions to the Club was his dedicated work 
on the marina renovation project of 2010-2011, on the complex 
job of dredging specs and liaison with permitting authorities. 
 
❸  The 2013 New Members’ Award was presented by 
Secretary Peter Howell to Iain Leckie and Alyson Markert for 
their volunteer contributions. Since joining the Club in 2012, 
they have enthusiastically taken on a variety of jobs, including 
contributions to the foreshore team and the social program.  
 
❹  The winners of the overall racing Points Trophy and other 
honours took place at a separate Racing Awards Night, which 
will be covered in the January TellTales. At the Commodore’s 
Banquet, however, Imp skipper Craig Leitch was recognized 
by the Commodore as the 2013 winner of the Round 
Saltspring Trophy for top finishing SISC boat in the race.  
 
Congratulations to all the winners, and a sincere thanks for 
their efforts on behalf of the Club.	  	  	  ■ 

❶

❷

❸

❹

Huge	  Thanks	  to	  our	  Generous	  
Commodore’s	  Banquet	  Prize	  Sponsors	  

Island	  Marine	  Construction	  –	  HX150	  Floating	  Transceiver	  ($100)	  
Spa	  by	  Lenice	  –	  Firming	  &	  Toning	  Body	  Wrap,	  Express	  Facial	  ($100)	  
Shenanigans,	  Victoria	  –	  Men’s	  and	  Women’s	  Fleece	  Vests	  ($85	  each)	  
Oystercatcher	  –	  Gift	  Certificate	  ($40)	  
Salt	  Spring	  Island	  Cheese	  –	  Cheese	  Selections	  (2)	  ($35	  each)	  
Mouat’s	  Home	  Store	  –	  Freshwater	  Filter	  System	  ($90)	  
Salt	  Spring	  Inn	  –	  Gift	  Certificate	  ($25)	  
Uptown	  Pizza	  –	  Gift	  Certificate	  ($25)	  
Upper	  Ganges	  Liquor	  Store	  –	  Gift	  Certificates	  (2)	  ($25	  each)	  
Canadian	  Power	  and	  Sail	  Sqdn	  –	  Marine	  Training	  Course	  ($65-‐180)	  
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	  	  Light-‐Up	  Winners’	  Circle	  

Our	  Holly	  Jolly	  Chilly	  Christmas	  Party	  
by Lynn Clark 

Our 2013 Christmas Party and Boat Light-up 
coincided with the first cold snap of the winter, 
but inside spirits were bright. There were some 
delicious appetizers, and even a ham from the 

McGoverns, served with 
the mulled wine. As well, 
there were many dona-
tions to the Food Bank. 
Congratulations to David 
and Silk Questo for their 
first-rate decorating of Mystic, and 
thanks to the other seven members 
who decorated their boats in below 

zero temperatures of the party week. Colleen and Lorne Shantz 
trod carefully on the slippery docks to do the judging this year. 
 
We had great fun decorating the Clubhouse on 
the Friday before –Arlene Dashwood, Gaye 
Gardiner, Ruth Humberstone, Karen 
Laidlaw and Victoria Skinner made and 
hung 12 swags, strung lights and put up and 
decorated the Christmas tree in two hours 
flat. For the Monday party, thank 
you to kitchen crew Ruth Humber-
stone, Laura Dafoe and Karen 
Laidlaw, and to cleanup crew Aly 
Markert, Iain Leckie, Anders 
Neilsen and Michael Clark. Jenny 
and Derek Barrio have kindly 
delivered the Food Bank donations 
to Community Services.	  	  	  ■	  

#1	  -‐	  Mystic	   #2	  -‐	  Oasis	   #3	  -‐	  Last	  Call	   After	  Last	  Call?	  



	  

	  
8	  

SALTSPRING	  ISLAND	  SAILING	  CLUB	  TELLTALES	   December	  2013	  

1

The first sailboat race of the 
new season – Snowflake Race 
#1 – began on a clear crisp sub-
zero Sunday morning with not 
a breath of wind (photo below). 
Once on the water, however, 
the fleet of six boats managed 

to conjure up a zephyr from the NW that piped 
up enough for them to complete a very short 
around-the-buoys course in very chilly weather. 
They came back claiming they had fun! 
 
Fun? Well, that’s the 
prime directive. 
 
After the race, the sailors 
gathered in the club-
house for pizza, hot 
beverages, and an 
informal “Racing 
Committee of the 
Whole”. While attended 
by not much more than 
a dozen folks, their 
presence on the water on 
this wintery day gave 
them all the credentials 
they needed to be 
representative of the 
group. 
 
We spoke of several things: 
 
The calendar is now in its final draft. Some of the 
considerations in putting it together were: avoid 
long weekends; run the shorter races during the 
colder months and the longer ones during the 
warmer months; and avoid conflicts with the 
IOM model sailboat fleet … all of which will 
hopefully encourage participation. 
 
We talked about something called “Event 
Enhancement” – in the spirit of self-help (which 
is fundamental to our Club) – as a strategy to 

Racing	  Forum	  
by Kevin Vine 

	  

2

“enhance” the sailing/racing experience within our 
group. 
 
And Snowflake Race #1 was a good example. While 
the obvious “enhancement” was the pizza, it became 
quickly clear that, while food and the camaraderie 
that goes along with it is a high priority, so are less 
tangible things like doing the dishes and cleaning up 
after an event (Greg and Gyle), or calculating the 
results and writing up a race report (Philippe and 
Martin), so that the race story gets back out to the 

sailors in a timely 
fashion. 
 
Some of the 
“enhancements” that 
were proposed are: 
before race coffee 
and muffins; a 
designated “party 
boat” to have a post-
race beer and share 
tall tales; putting a 
BBQ on the 
breakwater dock for 
the summer 
Wednesday night 
races; hosting a 
“Start Event” for 

novice skippers on their boats, with seasoned 
skippers acting as coaches; and “Match Racing” 
with some of the big boats by filling up the crew 
roster with skippers and their crews from smaller 
boats. 
 
Some of the “chores” that need to be attended to 
over the course of the year will be: the continued 
generation of results and race reports; the upkeep of 
the website; notifications and communication with 
the fleet; reviewing the race instructions in the 
yearbook; encouraging skippers to keep their boats’ 
ratings and PHRF-NW certification up-to-date; 
constructing, maintaining and setting race course 
marks; maintaining the trophies; and more.  
    continued on page 9 
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Racing	  Forum 
continued from page 8 
 
While some of these chores have 
already been assumed by some, 
others still need to be picked up 
by someone. Stay tuned for 
requests and be ready to put your 
hand up. 
 
The big events – Round 
Saltspring and vendeeSaltspring 
– remain on the agenda. Several 
key people to the organization of 
Round Saltspring have stepped 
aside or are unable to participate 
this year, which may challenge 
our ability to replicate the event 
as it has been in the past. 

VendeeSaltspring – hosted 
alternately by MBYC and 
SISC – is ours to host this 
year, and will have to be 
staffed and organized. 
 
Are you interested in 
racing? The fleet is always 

looking for crew, regardless of 
experience. Even if you just 
would like to be on our contact 
list, send an email to 
racing@saltspringsailing.ca, or 
simply come down to the docks at 
10:00 am on any race day and 
we’ll get you hooked up with 
someone.   ■ 

International	  One	  Metre	  Report	  
by Martin Herbert, IOM #99 

The schedule for the 2014 main events is now up on the club 
website and includes the four events in the CanAm series. Also 
listed is the “Great Ocean Race” around protection Island in 
April. This is a fun event as the skippers are ferried around the 
island while they sail their boats. We will be having a run up 
practice for the race in March and will be needing some dinghy 
captains to run the chase boats. Our practice event will be 
around Goat Island. If you want to get involved, contact an IOM 
racer and offer your services. The lovely trophies are awarded to 
both the skipper and boat captain so there is glory and hardware 
to be won. Roger Kibble was the first IOM home last year just 
30 seconds ahead of his son. Three years ago Ole Anderson won 
the whole event and set a time record that caused the building of 
an AC45 clone complete with wing sail for the next year. This 
year we are hoping for a big presence from our Club. 
 
On the building front, Ole has his 
new shop very ship shape and is 
turning out parts for the new 
boats. He is also doing research 
into vacuum bagging with the 
goal being lighter, stiffer parts. 
My new design is coming along, 
the hull now in the final stages of 
adding fittings. She is the skinniest boat I have built and has a lot 
of tumble home so I am interested to see how she sails. I am 
redesigning the sail shapes and will be building all new rigs so 
the research goes on.  
 
We are also looking forward to some strong winter winds to get 
out and sail in the big waves. There will also be tuning and 
racing days over the winter.   ■ 
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Bob	  Jones	  Awarded	  by	  
Royal	  Naval	  Sailing	  Association	  

On	  October	  24th,	  one	  of	  the	  Sailing	  Club’s	  keenest	  
racers,	  Oasis	  skipper	  Bob	  Jones,	  received	  this	  very	  
handsome	  award	  from	  the	  RNSA	  for	  his	  class	  win	  in	  
their	  2013	  single-‐handed,	  two-‐day	  race	  from	  
Vancouver	  to	  Nanaimo	  and	  return.	  Bob	  was	  awarded	  
the	  Ancient	  Mariner	  Trophy	  for	  skippers	  over	  75	  years	  
of	  age.	  Congratulations	  Bob,	  you	  old	  salt!	  	  
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A	  Flying	  Fifteen	  Kind	  of	  Year	  
by Martin Herbert 

1

It was a good year for Flying Fifteens at the Club 
with the launching of Sprite, Greg Slakov's new 
boat. As to be expected with Greg, he did his 
homework and had the boat set up to be fast right 
away. Both Sprite and Kay D were frequent visitors 
to the podium in the Club’s regular races, but the 
real racing was boat-for-boat, and it was not 
unusual for the lead to change three or four times 
in each race. The Club website has a section on 
the history of the class and the results of this 
summer’s racing.  
 
Meanwhile in Philippe Erdmer’s garage, the third 
Flying Fifteen was being refurbished and she 
turned out beautiful. After a gentle sail with me 
and a thorough inspection of the boat, our new 
Vice Commodore, Wayne Tepper, snapped her 
up. It is my understanding that Philippe and 
Lawrie Neish are working on the fourth boat and 
hopefully it will soon be ready to hit the water. 

 
The World Championships were held in Hong 
Kong this year and racing was delayed by a 
typhoon. There was lots of high wind racing and 
big, big waves with racers coming from Europe, 
Australia and New Zealand. Check out the size of 
the swells in the photo above. 
 
One of the great things about owning a boat 
designed in 1947 that looks like a rocket ship is 
that you get to meet lots of interesting people. 
Tony Meek and I were hauling the Kay D on the 
crane by the Coast Guard dock, which is always 
good for drawing a crowd. The usual question is, 
“What kind of boat is that?” so I was a bit startled 
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when an elderly gentleman leaned over the railing 
and said, “I didn't know they made Flying Fifteens 
in fibreglass.”  
 
It turns out that this sailor was born at Hill Head, 
on the Solent, just five miles from the Isle of Wight, 
where the designer of the Flying Fifteen, Uffa Fox, 
lived. John Canterbury is his name, and in 1950 he 
was the 11-year-old captain of a West Wight 
Schow. His father had called a man in Cowes who 
knew about racing and so John made the trip across 
for his first regatta.  
 
The man, of course, was Uffa Fox and he had 
registered young Captain Canterbury and had even 
chosen the name of his yacht, Pilgrim. The racing 
went on too long to allow for a trip home so young 
John dined at the famous house and afterward Uffa 
told him “you will be sleeping there,” pointing to 
the bookshelf. Then he showed the startled youth 
how to open the hidden door in the bookshelf into 
his room. Thus started a long friendship with the 
great designer. 
 
This fall we have been blessed with some strong 
winds and great sailing. When the wind was 
blasting at 35 knots in Trincomali Channel, Sprite 
and Kay D abandoned the Walker Rock Race and 
blasted home on a broad reach, planing wildly 
down the waves. Even against 2 knots of tide our 
GPS hit 13.4 knots.  
 
On October 8th I got an early morning e-mail from 
Roger to alert me to good winds for a round 
Prevost attempt. I dropped everything and made it 
to the boat while the wind was still whipping. I 
chose to go clockwise and NFS as the blasts were 
quite strong. This race was the highlight of the year 
for me and I corrected out at 1 hour, 39 minutes 
and 4 seconds, shaving 5 minutes and 56 seconds 
off the record set 25 years ago by Dick Pattinson in 
Gwaihir. 
 
The Flying Fifteens are looking forward to another 
great season next year. See you on the water!	  	  	  ■ 
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Armchair Sailing with Cookie Cutter  
Twenty-seven Sailing Club members and guests 
were treated to a very special evening on 
November 30th. The crew of Cookie Cutter, Peter 
McMartin and Connie Morahan, were entertaining 
and informative. Their presentation on the last leg 
of their cruise around the Pacific detailed what it 
was like to be in the Philippines, travel through 
Japan, and make the big crossing over the North 
Pacific in a cruising sailboat. A fantastic 
accomplishment, aided by good weather 
information and a solid boat. 
 
Grateful thanks from the cruising committee are 
owed to Jeremy Milsom at Saltspring Inn for 
providing accommodation to our off-island 
presenters. 
 
A Thank You from Susannah 
To the Board of Directors and the membership, 
thank you so much for your continued support and 
encouragement with the cruising season of 2013. 
To Silk for editing my reports, this is a challenge 
for me and she was able to assist me in this area. A 
huge hug. 
 
At the beginning of the year I had a committee that 
helped with the many aspects of the cruises and 
education presentations this year. I’d personally 
like to thank Tanya Van Ginkel, Alan Brooke, 
Maggie Snee, John Lugsdin, Brian Gilliam and 
Casey deJong. We will be asking for more help in 
2014. Please feel free to step up and help out your 
new Fleet Captain Cruising, Perry Ruehlen. 
Welcome Perry! She will need your ideas, support 
and assistance with providing a fun filled and 
educational 2014 cruise program. 
 
To quote Past Commodore Eric van Soeren, our 
Club cruises “are a good reason to get out on your 
boat, if you need one, and a great way to get to 
know more people” – so join in the fun in 2014!   ■ 

Cruising	  Report	  
Contributed by Susannah Devitt and  

Tanya van Ginkel 

	  

2014	  Boat	  Show	  Season!	  

Jan	  24	  –	  Feb	  2	  
CenturyLink	  Field/	  
South	  Lake	  Union	  
seattleboatshow.com	  

Jan	  22	  –	  26	  
BC	  Place/	  
Granville	  Island	  
vancouverboatshow.ca	  

Victoria	  Harbour	  Boat	  Show	  

May	  1	  –	  4	  
Victoria’s	  Inner	  Harbour	  
(BC	  Yacht	  Brokers	  Assn)	  
bcyba.com	  

Boating	  Essentials	  
Course	  

	  

Improve	  your	  skills	  and	  become	  a	  	  
better	  and	  safer	  recreational	  boater	  

	  

This	  is	  the	  in-‐depth	  course	  that	  teaches	  safe	  
navigation	  in	  our	  waters.	  Reduced	  course	  fee	  for	  
SISC	  members	  of	  $200	  includes	  all	  materials,	  
charts,	  tools,	  membership	  in	  CPS,	  a	  day	  on	  the	  
water	  to	  practice	  new	  skills,	  and	  a	  one-‐year	  
subscription	  to	  Canadian	  Yachting	  magazine!	  
	  

Tuesday	  •	  Jan	  7th	  •	  7:00	  pm	  
	  (for	  10	  weeks)	  

Gulf	  Islands	  Secondary	  School	  
	  

To	  register,	  call	  Laura	  Dafoe	  250-‐537-‐8804	  



	  

	  
12	  

SALTSPRING	  ISLAND	  SAILING	  CLUB	  TELLTALES	   December	  2013	  

DOCK	  NOTICE	  
Please	  watch	  your	  step	  on	  

slippery	  docks	  …	  

	  

SALT	  
	  
	  

but	  please	  keep	  our	  new	  docks	  
salt	  free	  to	  avoid	  costly	  damage	  

to	  the	  concrete.	  
	  

Any	  helpful	  members	  who	  want	  to	  treat	  slippery	  
areas	  on	  the	  docks	  are	  asked	  to	  use	  a	  salt-‐free	  

non-‐skid	  alternative,	  such	  as	  cat	  litter.	  
Thank	  you!	  

Marine	  Parks	  	  
Forever	  

 
As a member of the Council of BC 
Yacht Clubs, the Saltspring 
Sailing Club supports the 
Council’s initiative, the BC 
Marine Parks Forever Society. 

 
Marine Parks Forever was created by the Council 
in 1990 with the mandate to help the Province of 
British Columbia create new marine parks and 
improve existing parks. It is a registered charity 
whose primary activity is raising funds for 
purchase or expansion of Marine Parks 
properties. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parks that the Society has helped acquire or 
enhance include Pirates Cove, Smugglers Cove, 
Wallace Island, Jedediah Island, Musket Island, 
Hardy Island, Wakes Cove, Octopus Islands, 
Allison Harbour and Squitty Bay. Recently 
Marine Parks Forever has been working with BC 
Parks to expand the marine park on Quadra 
Island between Small Inlet MP and Octopus 
Islands MP. 
 
For members interested in learning more about 
the BC Marine Parks Forever Society and the 
work it does, please visit their website: 
www.marineparksforever.ca   ■ 
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I hope by now many of you have 
had a chance to visit the new 
Member Resources section of our 
Club website, which was launched 
on December 6th.  
 
Getting it up and running, and 

tuning it since it went live (an inevitable part of 
website building, if not the most fun part) is one 
reason why this edition of TellTales is running a 
little late, with my apologies. 
 
We knew from the get-go that managing the 
password-protected access would likely be the most 
persnickety aspect of the new members-only 
section, and we weren’t wrong. While the password 
system is functioning well, unfortunately the 
automated system that was supposed to send out 
emails to every member with their user name and 
password seems to have coughed a few times during 
the process, with the result that not everyone 
received their password email. 
 
I have been responding to individual requests for 
passwords as they’re received. If you have not 
received your user name and password by email, 
please contact me and I’ll send them out to you! 
Click here – telltales@saltspringsailing.ca – or use 

How	  to	  fit	  an	  elephant	  into	  a	  Christmas	  stocking?	  
Let	  Louise	  show	  you	  how!	  Our	  Club	  gear	  locker	  is	  well	  stocked	  with	  cozy	  fleeces	  and	  other	  great	  

gift	  ideas.	  Call	  Louise	  Devlin	  at	  537-‐4622	  or	  email	  merchandise@saltspringsailing.ca	  

Channels	  
by Silk Questo, Communications Director 

2

the webmail contact link located on the home 
page of the website. 
 
Once you log-in, you’ll have access to a whole 
array of useful information and links, from the 
TellTales archive (back to 2000!) and the most 
current annual Yearbooks, to General Meeting 
and Board Meeting minutes, Club volunteer job 
descriptions, Club forms and more.  
 
Our new interactive feature – the Member 
Exchange – is already proving to be popular. Here 
any Club member can post a message to other 
members, or comment/respond to posts by other 
members. (Please do have a look at the Member 
Exchange etiquette guidelines on the Member 
Resources page). We already have calls for racing 
crew, crew looking for berths, lost and found, and 
reminders of cruising and racing events posted by 
members just in the first two weeks. Take a look! 
 
We will be adding content to the Member 
Resources section over time, including more 
archives, Long Term Planning reports, Member 
Survey reports and more. I’d love to hear from 
you with comments or suggestions, and if you 
have concerns or problems, contact me for help. 
The best of the holiday season to one and all!   ■ 



	  

	  

	  	  

Parting	  Shots	  
We’re a little farther away from home this time 
around. Close to a popular marine park on a beautiful 
spit, this island marina and the historic hotel it’s 
attached to could be described today as, well, kinda 
funky in a pleasant way. Adjacent is a small ferry 
terminal.To the east lies another island with a 
Spanish name, as well as Desolation Sound and 
many treasured anchorages. For a $25 gift certificate 
to Louise’s great gear stash, name the marina and the nearby 
spit. Send your entry to: telltales@saltspringsailing.ca  
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November	  contest	  winner	  …	  

	  

TellTales	  is	  a	  publication	  of	  the	  
Saltspring	  Island	  Sailing	  Club	  

152	  Douglas	  Rd,	  Saltspring	  Is,	  BC	  V8K	  2J2	  
www.saltspringsailing.ca	  

©	  2013,	  Saltspring	  Island	  Sailing	  Club	  
all	  rights	  reserved.	  

TellTales	  January	  Deadline:	  
Friday,	  January	  10th,	  2013	  

Congratulations,	  and	  a	  $25	  gift	  certificate	  for	  
Club	  clothing	  and	  gear,	  goes	  to	  Norman	  
Rothwell	  this	  month	  for	  correctly	  identifying	  
Portlock	  Point	  on	  Prevost	  Island.	  Norman,	  
you	  can	  pick	  up	  your	  prize	  in	  the	  Members’	  
Slot	  inside	  the	  clubhouse	  doorway	  –	  just	  in	  
time	  for	  Christmas!	  Special	  thanks	  go	  to	  
Patrick	  Wolfe-‐Milner	  for	  his	  usual	  thorough	  
research	  job	  on	  this	  location	  (see	  left)!	  	  

Editor’s Log 
 
If you ever want to know anything 
about anyplace along the coast, I 
suggest you call Patrick Wolfe-
Milner. Although the Parting Shots 
roll of the dice went to Norm 
Rothwell this month, I wanted to 
share Patrick’s “enhanced” contest 
entry. He guessed correctly – but 
with Patrick, there’s never really 
any guessing.  
 
Two photos from the Library and 
Archives of Canada, with history 
lesson, came with his entry. The 
first shows a bell tower that was 
moved from Active Pass and 
placed to the SE of Portlock Point 
in 1896. In fog conditions, the bell rang every 15 seconds, driven by 
a clockworks system that had to be rewound every three hours. The 
second shot is the lighthouse with an attached dwelling, taken prior 

to 1964, Patrick explained, because in that year 
the lightkeeper’s dwelling exploded and burned. 
All to say there’s a fascinating story behind every 
picture. Thanks for your contribution Patrick! 
 
Silk Questo 
Editor | telltales@saltspringsailing.ca  
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